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Projects Update

Tony Bundock

NFF Hort Roadhsow - Gatton
On 10 April, PCA held a successful NFF Roadshow in Gatton, QLD, hosted by the University of
Queensland.

The event featured practical insights on irrigation and fertigation from PCA’s Tony Bundock, an
IPM update from Dan Papacek (Bugs for Bugs), and presentations from Col Douglas, Heidi
Wiggenhauser, and Gaurav Bhuju on extending cropping productivity. Alastair Delooze (Denso)
rounded out the program with a look at future horticultural technologies.

The day wrapped up with a greenhouse tour and live fertigation demo — a great opportunity for
growers to connect and learn.



https://u2306505.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOckNetnzoFUibzqKHAY5HG629DsoV211GR0m-2BQPDl23fAgfM2jbZmxJYh0XDbZBCLAsbCdeB1pf3OFKhI-2Fn-2F3qNmzUwhleIbismJOBW5y2DUr2_D5_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJakeybirUIheZxXq0CxSvyb2zDSVic0E878vTjK8ALcSoRJwTtSAPXR-2FgoWCGacdRqOBupmBK-2FLici6cml88bKKhGatIrjG2-2BcXuc5-2Fd3W8SFTP4wOzxkfukXXx25fLr6Fr-2FCKZ5W3604lZRjYCXUdbDvBP9nXQ0sy-2FbOqI42YEOSgZIrhpNneKdA5VIiK8nKNbeY9H7ABFDKBXjzsn-2BzbrnT9QW8InGuVthhiF5R1bZeg7EA4UMt3GCjhmOnrIgDiyYQEe4qp6OE4atMtmxJiJn-2B1muhXAjukSKLc8vd8RBgYCf2EqHodSkr8Mlo5D2vVOQx9AkQjZFqlPdOcoNPUqNzPOGstxucJ69Bj1DzxnGJaQ6Wt-2FoWLn0e-2BvdsbJXTmjhUfh2UhXTnBYTrnd-2Fpss-3D

NFF Hort Roadhsow - Bundaberg

PCA recently delivered a two-day NFF Roadshow in Bundaberg, QLD, in collaboration with
Bundaberg Fruit & Vegetable Growers. The event featured on-farm visits each morning,
providing one-on-one engagement with growers, followed by afternoon lecture sessions.

PCA Project Officer Tony Bundock led the sessions, joined by Clinton McGrath (QDAF) on day
one. Site visits included a mix of crops—aubergines, capsicums, herbs, and berries—across both
open field and protected cropping systems.

Topics covered included irrigation, growing media, and insights from international production
systems. The event was well attended and presentations were shared with all participants.




IDO Update

Matt Plunkett

With the increased focus on reducing input costs, more specifically energy usage, there are
several tools’ growers can use to start developing a baseline for on farm Greenhouse Gas
Emissions (GHG).

Currently, most growers do not have to undertake GHG baselines or the requirement to report
on these emissions. However, many corporate growers have been undertaking monitoring and
reporting in this area for some time due to mandated legislation, to improve business practices,
or a requirement from investors to do so.

A Horticulture Greenhouse Accounting Framework (H-GAF) has been developed by Melbourne
University to help growers develop baseline emissions. This is also supported by the Australian
Fresh Produce Alliance and easy to use.

Put simply, emissions are categorised into Scope 1 (on farm), Scope 2 (off farm) and Scope 3
(pre farm gate) with carbon sequestration (from trees) also accounted for.

A simple excel spreadsheet allows growers to calculate your emissions and most importantly,
develop a baseline on current inputs such as diesel, electricity and fertiliser usage.

Why undertake this if it is not mandatory for most growers?

The key messages from a recent webinar on this topic were:

It is smart business practice to review your on-farm inputs.

Calculating baseline emissions allows growers to reduce input costs and save money.
Labour savings and improved efficiencies are achievable based on real life data.
Allows you to objectively quantify the return on investment for adopting improved
practices, and new technologies.

This H-GAF tool can be found at: https://piccc.org.au/resources/Tools
Other useful websites are: https://coolfarm.org/ or
http://agrf-smartfarm.daf.gld.gov.au:3838/apps/hortcarboninfo/

Want to learn more? Then become an individual member of PCA for just $100 for 2 years which
includes a free pass to the PCA Conference in Adelaide (28-31 July). More information can be
found at: https://protectedcropping.net.au/news-events/conference/
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Have a great month and stay safe.

GROWER UPDATES

Did you know we have an Industry Advisory Council?
The Industry Advisory Council (IAC) meets quarterly and is led by our
Deputy Chair, Andrew McIlwain.
If you would like to hear more or become a part of this vital group, please get in touch with
us.

Attend PCA2025 On Us!

Julie Krieger

PCA is thrilled to announce two exciting initiatives designed to make it easier than ever for
growers to engage with the industry at PCA’s conference...

Free Grower Passes.

If you're an existing PCA grower member, you will have received an invitation already to register
to attend PCA2025 for free*. You'll need the special registration link contained in the email to
secure your free pass, so please reach out to the team if you haven’t seen the email.

New Grower Membership & Conference Bundles

In addition, we're excited to launch our membership & conference bundles , tailored specifically
for grower businesses who are new to PCA. When you join PCA on this new 2-year bundle, you
will receive a free registration to the PCA2025 conference. There are individual and corporate
packages available. Aside from the opportunity to attend the conference on us, membership
gets you access to our great member benefits such as exclusive training resources and industry
updates, and access to our new membership platform and community forum. There has never
been a better time to join PCA!

These free passes demonstrate our commitment to supporting the protected cropping sector.
They are designed to remove barriers and encourage greater participation, learning, and
networking across our grower community. Whether you're new to the industry or a seasoned
producer, joining PCA and attending our conference are the best ways to stay up-to-date,
connect with suppliers, and hear from leading experts.

*Free passes include full conference registration, and welcome reception attendance. Farm tours
and other functions are optional and at the grower’s expense. Free passes are limited and will
be allocated on a first-in basis.

FREE GROWER PASS

WHEN YOU PURCHASE 2 YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP
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Vertical Farming World Congress 2025

Learn More —
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Conference: Monday 28 July - Wednesday 30 July 2025
Post-Conference Farm Tours: Thursday 31 July 2025

The rates below are only available until 1st May 2025.

RATION* EARLYBIRD STANDARD
AVA NTIL STARTS FROM
200 MAY 2025

PCA MEMBER $870
HFF MEMBER $995
NON MEMBER $1,100
STUDENT MEMBER $580
STUDENT NON-MEMBER $630

PCA2025 - Earlybird Closing Soon

Learn More —
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Supporting
Association

AGENTIAL Al

AgBio

Join Al transformation in Agritech & Biotech
Undevstand and leverage Al to reduce labour, increase efficiencies,

enhance soles and revenue for your business

( Register Now: agentialai.com )

SAVE $400
Use promo code:
MAY 6-8, BITEC PCAEBO1
2025 BANGKOK
fends Oct 31st)

AGENTIAL AI AgBio 2025 in Bangkok

Learn More —

JUNE - AUGUST

Water, Nutrients, and S_ubstra_tes

Root Zone ions for C
ABOUT THE PROGRAM
This webinar series will showcase some of the latest industry and research
i in root zone
Researchers from

* University of Arkansas
* University of Connecticut
« University of Florida

will present their latest research on water treatment design, ozone and cold
plasma systems, izil i i ions, and using
stratified substrates.

* 9" june 2025 - Understanding Water Quality Risks and Treatment Designs
* 16" June 2025-C izing Your Reci b i i

* 21%July 2025 - Cold Plasma and Ozone for Water Sanitation

+ 7' August 2025 - Stratified Substrates for Nursery and Greenhouse Crops

Special thanks to the Root Alliance Partners (rootalliance.org/partners)

E BLACKMORE COMPANY plantlug]‘c
Haifa
UCONN Fi
UFIFAS B2 @GS

sted in becoming a Root Alliance partner, contact Ryan Dickson (ryand@u
Click the Startbutton to register.

Water, Nutrients & Substartes - Webinar Series

Learn More —
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Media Release horvation

Program launched to unlock grower solutions for
Australia’s biggest horticulture challenges

Mentoring to transform ideas into real solutions is one of the key offerings of a new
program launched by Hort Frontiers. The new program — Australian-Grown
Innovation, developed in partnership with Startupbootcamp and Cluster Connect - is
designed to drive innovation that will tackle the most pressing challenges in
horticulture.

Over the next five years, the program, which is for Australian growers and those
across the horticulture supply chain, will accelerate grower-led innovation through
three stages of mentorship. The aim is to turn great ideas into commercially viable
products and services that make a real difference on the ground.

Its objective will be to unlock transformative opportunities and deliver practical
solutions to real industry challenges such as: climate resilience strategies, value-
added product innovation, technology-driven solutions hamessing Al, and supply
chain improvements to increase productivity.

Al solutions created will deliver on solving these challenges through a requirement to
meet one of the five overarching Frontiers themes: healthy living, adaptation and
resilience, market access, disruptive technologies and capability building.

Brett Fifield, CEO of Hort Innovation said about the program: “Australian growers are
the country’s most innovative entrepreneurs. They're on the frontline of horticulture
and know better than anyone the problems that need solving

“This program has been designed to tap into this knowledge and the entrepreneurial
spirit of Australian growers to try and solve problems together for our horticulture
sector.

“Our recent Australian Horticulture Statistics Handbook showed that the horticulture
sector has now reached a total production value of $17 billion, with more growers

Hort Innovation Program Launch
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2024 Australian Agritech Sector Report
Why This Report Matters
The Australian agritech sector stands at a crossroads. What was once considered an emerging
industry is now a critical enabler of productivity, sustainability, and resilience across our

agriculture, fisheries, and forestry systems.

The 2024 Australian Agritech Sector Report, launched by AusAgritech in partnership with the
NSW Government's Farms of the Future program and AgriFutures Australia, is more than a status
update. It's a snapshot of where we're at and a guide for where we need to go next, based or
national survey responses, ecosystem insights, and engagement with producers, innovators

investors, and policymakers

As Australia navigates economic headwinds, global competition, and evolving climate realities
this report offers a strategic lens: What's working? What's stalling growth? Where should we focus

our energy?

It outlines seven key insights that if acted on, can shape a stronger, more connected, and globally

sompetitive agritech sector.

2024 Australian Agritech Sector Report
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Grodan and Philips Horticulture LED Solutions
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Large-scale land transformation
is needed to achieve climate
resilience

Atully decarbonised sgricultural supply
Ghain wil sot Australia apart and snhance
our access to sustainabilty-conscious
international markets. To meet emissions

r

agri

RC

The Challenge: targots, both exiting and proposed,
Australs s curranty experisncing  raught pubic sgrisolar can be a major criver i the
discussion around renewabla anergis,with solr energy transition to a ciimate-positive economy.
production on agricufural and snvironmental landscapes A tull sxploration of Agrisolar in Australa via
ot theforfront of debate, a CRC will mature the decarbonisation

community, grow the economy through
Robust and targeted consultation with industry partners

from farming and energy sectors has identified challenges.
to the deployment of uiity-scale solar

production,in the form of cost vs benefit for farmers, and
sociallicense to operate for the energy sector.

innovative PV solar usage, and help Australia
reach climate resilience through application.

® i ic e
st forming communitieslock climate resiionce.
For Agisol isrl ie o8y

Mgy ~40partners ‘ ~$33M cash + in-kind

Our Mission:

The CRC will accelerate Agrisolar to the
point where it constitutes a mainstream
approach to the renewables transition and
becomes the first choice of energy
developers and farmers in many land use
settings.

The R&D in the CRC will unite farming and
energy sectors by way of exploring
commercially viable outcomes in a place~
based, collaborative environment.

P T e
Agrisolar Cooperative Research Centre Bid
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Unlock The Power Of Your Herbicide With HASTEN
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1lock the power of your data and discover the future of horticulture in I
onth's newsletter. We will explore the steps for leveraging data insights
!lve into the exciting world of Al and data-driven processes in
eenhouses, and examine the technologies shaping the future of crop
anagement.

lorking on assumptions is now a thing of the past

though many companies are using their data more effectively, there ar
Il many companies that are not getting the full potential out of their dat
shame”, says Ruben Gideonse of TapTarget. “If you cannot quickly ge
the most important insights from your data, this can lead to lost reven:
officient processes and a lag behind the competition.” In this article, we
iare the crucial steps to get started with data insights.

Working On Assumptions Is Now A Thing Of The Past
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Revolutionising biosecurity:
and tospoviruses
28 February 2025

Australia’s nursery industry is harnessing innovative technology to combat thrips and to

project, led by the Victorian Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions and the Univer:
disease mana gement.
The threat: thrips and tospoviruses Thrips, tiny pests with over 7,700 species, transmit hc

and causes economic losses. Among the primary threats in Australian nurseries are We

make them a critical challenge for biosecurity.

New Tools To Tackle Thrips & Tospoviruses
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The Greenhouse Boom:

How indoor farming can transform food production and exports
=
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Canada As An Example For The Rest Of The World?
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NO'RULES, BIG MOVES

Leading on packaging
without regulation

JAPAN:
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Weighing packaging
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SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING
STARTS NOW

New EU rules push the industry into action
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