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Welcome to the April edition of Growing Undercover.
 
Recently, Rabobank released its annual greenhouse report for 2026 entitled “Global Greenhouse
Update.”
Interestingly, but not surprisingly post COVID and with the recent Middle Eastern conflict,
Governments are moving toward self-sufficiency first largely driven by the need for sovereign
food security.
 
Growth in greenhouse production is also being driven by climate change and supply chain issues
notwithstanding the global suppliers in our industry see international growth being more
cautious over the coming year.
 
Rapid technological advancements such as AI and Robotics are scaling in the northern
hemisphere coupled with better crop genetics and growing methods/systems. This change is
well underway here in Australia with many growers looking at alternate crops, transitioning to
renewable energy and de-coupling from fossil fuels such as gas.
 
Much of the research and development undertaken in the Protected Cropping Research and
Development program is looking at these new innovations and technologies that are fit for
purpose for Australian conditions.  PCA hope to share more project updates over the coming
year and at our PCA 2027 conference.
 
That said, the recent Middle Eastern crisis has shown that fossil fuels reserves, in a time of
global uncertainty is vital for continued domestic production.  The issue of energy reserves must
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be front and centre in any National Food Security Strategy that the Australian Government
announced last year.
 
The growth of data centres generating heat to power high tech glasshouses for food production
around the world is well underway and the concept is gaining interest here in Australia to.
 
Whilst traditional crops such as the tomato category are still mainstream around the worldand
here in Australia, strawberries and leafy greens are emerging as key growth categories.
 Blueberry production is also expanding in other parts of the world due to higher yields,
automation and better genetics.  
 
In the berry category more broadly here in Australia, we are seeing more growers transition
from soil-based production systems into substrate grown systems.  This is expected to continue
for the foreseeable future.
 
It is fair to say that nonmainstream crops are still niche in Australia noting we do have a small
medicinal cannabis and vertical farming industry. In addition, the Australian industry has also
seen crops such as table grapes moving to some form of protection.  Avocados, citrus and
cherries are looking at growing systems and structures that mitigate risk in a changing climate.
 
Have a great month and stay safe.
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Apex Greenhouses Training Event - Plant Empowerment
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North Coast Farming Forum - Climate Adaptive Agriculture

Learn More →

JUNE

GreenTech Amsterdam - Secure Your Ticket
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Don’t miss out! The 2026 Hydroponic Farmers Federation Conference is set to bring together
growers, innovators, and industry leaders for three inspiring days of learning, networking, and
discovery.
 
Running from the 4th to the 6th of May, the event will be held at the Pullman Hotel in
Melbourne’s Albert Park area.
 
Registrations are open, and if you are a grower and are interested in a substantially subsidised
$55.00 registration fee, please contact one of the participating exhibitors for more information.
 
Full details of the conference program and a list of exhibitors can be found at
https://pecbookings.eventsair.com/hff2026

Learn More →
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Berries Australia - The Burst April 2026
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PHA - Tendrils Newsletter April 2026
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Digital Irrigated Agriculture Workforce Futures - Survey

Learn More →

NEWS

Delphy Academy Training – Fertigation in Horticulture 
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GreenTech March 2026 Newsletter
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Protected Cropping Mapping Project
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