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We’re now on Instagram!
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IDO Update
Matt Plunkett

The recent outbreak of the Tomato Brown Rugose
Fruit Virus on two properties in South Australia is a
stark reminder that exotic disease outbreaks not
only a�ect marketable yields and profitability
but interstate market access and export markets as
well.

I remember attending a joint Hydroponic Farmers
Federation (HFF) and Protected Cropping
Australia event in 2019 where a range of individuals
and industry partners were educating industry on
the threat of this highly contagious virus.

At the time of writing this article, both WA and Qld
have imposed quarantine restrictions on plant
material, fruit and other inputs entering these
states.  It is expected that other states will follow
soon.

In addition, and as of the 24th of August, all
exports of tomatoes to New Zealand have been

PCA are in a range of discussions with other
industry groups including HFF, AUSVEG and Hort
Innovation about a project that can help our
growers and industry manage this disease if
it cannot be eradicated.  At this stage, no confirmed
cases have been reported across other states and
this may change as surveillance and traceability
testing continues.  

Growers are reminded to be highly vigilant with
your biosecurity measures.  PCA have developed a
range of resources and updates and will share
updated information regularly through email and
on our Facebook and Social media channels.

In other news, it is pleasing to hear that returns for
some commodities have improved over the winter
which is good news for our growers.

In other news, the fire and egress study funded by
the Australian Building Codes Board will be
presented to our members on Wednesday the

https://www.instagram.com/protectedcroppingaustralia/
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 temporarily suspended and will be reviewed in 7
days from the issuing of this order.  It is unclear how
long this suspension order will stand.

In recent years across Australia, we have seen a
surge in exotic plant pest and disease incursions
including the Green Cucumber Mottle Mosaic Virus
in Qld and NSW.  South Australia has had a
particularly challenging year with this virus and the
Fruit Fly Outbreak.

All our growers in SA are encouraged to reach out to
AUSVEG SA or PCA for support during these
challenging times.  

4th of September.  This is the first in a series of
quarterly advocacy forums and a terrific
opportunity to discuss issues and provide feedback
on this important piece of work.

In addition, keep an eye out for our Wednesday
Webinar series and our 2025 conference program is
taking shape.  The program will be jam packed with
a range of initiatives and stay tuned for further
news over the coming weeks including the launch
of the prospectus andsponsorship opportunities.

Until next month, stay safe and happy growing.

GROWER UPDATES

Did you know we have an Industry Advisory Council?
The Industry Advisory Council (IAC) meets every second month and is led by our

Deputy Chair, Andrew McIlwain.
If you would like to hear more or become a part of this vital group, please get in touch with us.

Jack Mooney
IAC

Dr. Jack Mooney is the CEO of Provenance
Propagation Australia, a pioneer of sustainable
growing practices. With a background in
horticulture and a passion for innovation, Jack has
led Provenance Propagationon a journey from
vision to reality, establishing Australia's newest
high-techplant nursery. Jack's dedication to
innovation and continuous learning has shaped
Provenance Propagation, ensuring that his team
remains at the cutting edge of the industry. With a
focus on healing gra�ed plants, the facility has four
state-of-the-art climate chambers designed
specifically for this purpose. Jack's expertise,
backed by a PhD in horticulture specialising in the
healing of gra�ed vegetable seedlings, has been
helpful in the success of Provenance Propagation.

mailto:admin@protectedcropping.net.au?subject=Industry%20Advisory%20Council&body=Hi%0A%0AI%27m%20interested%20to%20learn%20more%20about%20joining%20the%20Industry%20Advisory%20Council.


EVENTS

SEPTEMBER

2024 Fertiliser Australia

Conference

Learn more →

SEPTEMBER

5th Global Vertical

Farming Show 2024

Learn more →

MAY

Agential AI AgBio -

Super Early Bird

Tickets

Learn more →

FEBRUARY

BerryQuest

International Packages

Learn more →

FEBRUARY

Greenlife Conference -

Early Bird Tickets

Learn more →

SEPTEMBER

PCA & ABCB Advocacy

Webinar and Forum

Learn more →

INFORMATION

NATIONAL

https://web.cvent.com/event/45b1fcef-81bc-4f6d-b965-9514daa54b57/summary
https://protectedcropping.net.au/special-invitation-pca-members-vip-access-to-the-5th-global-vertical-farming-show-2024/
https://protectedcropping.net.au/pca-proudly-supports-agential-ai-agbio-2025/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/berries-australia_sponsorship-exhibitor-packages-selling-activity-7206430003582963712-CowP/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://nectarcc.eventsair.com/greenlife-industry-conference-2025
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/dde82430-ee32-43f1-a1b8-0aa8ba908066@1c9bf801-5ddc-474f-ad13-271219b68c61?fbclid=IwY2xjawE0s2BleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHb274rPL5yw888d7z7AYA0QDc8nzGX3Ch6ARwlPIag-8D2hpis5TNkJvNQ_aem_sH9XYyDqybmJnKe7MAa6FA


WEBINAR

Greenlife - Nursery

Benchmarking Webinar

Learn more →

STRATEGY

National Food & Fibre

Education Strategy

Learn more →

NEWSLETTER

Plant Health Australia -

July Newsletter

Learn more →

COMPETITION

Competition - Growing

Dwarf Tomatoes

Learn more →

RESOURCE

Managing Greenhouse

Temperatures

Learn more →

RESEARCH

Will AI Ever Fully

Replace Growers?

Learn more →

NEWS NEWS NEWS

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/greenlife-industry-australia_did-you-miss-our-nursery-industry-benchmarking-activity-7227185308868468736-dHbP?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://agrifutures.com.au/funding-opportunity/request-for-quote-national-food-and-fibre-education-strategy/
https://planthealthaustralia.cmail20.com/t/j-e-gjikrdd-hltjdtjijl-th/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wageningenplantresearch_ai-greenhouse-activity-7221045052486152193-avPC?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/hort-americas-canada_greenhouse-temperature-activity-7226597639553773569-bW7c?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wageningenplantresearch_ai-greenhouse-horticulture-activity-7226844560562229248-oqOn?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop


Narrow Orchard

Systems

Learn more →

Absence of Robots in

Modern Greenhouses

Learn more →

Future Food Systems &

Hort Innovation

Learn more →

NEWS

Specialty Melons -

Tropics Opportunity

Learn more →

RESEARCH

New PHD Research

Project Available

Learn more →

RESOURCE

LED Grow Lights -

Impact on Crop Types

Learn more →

NEWS NEWS

https://www.hin.com.au/current-initiatives/narrow-orchard-systems-for-future-climates
https://www.greenhousegrower.com/technology/explaining-the-absence-of-robots-in-modern-greenhouses/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/future-food-systems_research-projects-activity-7228542824810434561-3Omz?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://protectedcropping.net.au/specialty-melons-a-protected-cropping-opportunity-for-the-tropics/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/nathantivendale_phd-research-activity-7230022998357893120-lCxV?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/hort-americas-canada_rebates-and-other-reasons-to-use-led-grow-activity-7231359504410361856-ry0G?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop


Berries Australia - The

Burst Newsletter

Learn more →

VICCHEM - Outright

770

Learn more →

TOMATO BROWN RUGOSE FRUIT VIRUS (ToBRFV)

NEWS

Innitial PCA

Announcement

Learn more →

NEWS

Provenance

Propagation

Biosecurity

Learn more →

NEWS

Initial PIRSA

Announcement

Learn more →

RESOURCES NEWS NEWS

https://mailchi.mp/berries/the-burst-august-2024
https://mcusercontent.com/436ad6b81050d06eb1e1e590d/files/5b0d0fc1-91b2-8310-f4c1-fffc09bbc5ea/2024_Make_hard_work_easy_Long_Version_FINAL.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/adb7791e9707/announcement-tobrfv
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/nathantivendale_phd-research-activity-7230022998357893120-lCxV?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://pir.sa.gov.au/alerts_news_events/news/biosecurity/tomato_brown_rugose_fruit_virus_detected_in_south_australia


PCA Hygeine &

Information Resources

Learn more →

Agriculture VIC

Biosecurity Update

Learn more →

Tomato Exports to NZ

Suspened

Learn more →

NEWS

AUSVEG Biosecurity

Update

Learn more →

RESOURCE

About ToBRFV - Rijk

Zwaan

Learn more →

MEMBER ADVERTISEMENTS

AIPH - FLORACULTURE INTERNATIONAL

https://mailchi.mp/a5436104a427/announcement-tobrfv-14172959
https://mcusercontent.com/436ad6b81050d06eb1e1e590d/files/1f60a99b-12dd-de70-e3fb-1e586fe5883a/2024_08_ToBRV.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/export/controlled-goods/plants-plant-products/ian/2024/2024-54
https://mailchi.mp/ausveg.com.au/the-front-line-biosecurity-bulletin-duxv6qdnjl-1060794?e=6bc5173f5c
https://mailchi.mp/ausveg.com.au/the-front-line-biosecurity-bulletin-duxv6qdnjl-1060794?e=6bc5173f5c


GFV - PCA MEMBERS VIP ACCESS

https://aiph.org/floraculture/latest-edition/?utm_source=FCI+Partner&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=PCA+FCI+Magazine


CHOICE ENERGY PARTNERS WITH PCA

SPECIALTY MELONS - A PC OPPORTUNITY FOR THE TROPICS
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