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Talking to growers and industry around the country recently, the common theme in these
discussions has been the unusually low light levels and a colder than average winter.

This coupled with large amounts of rain on the East Coast has filled dams and water storages
but left many growers struggling trying to manage fungal diseases.  It has also affected some
outdoor soil-based crops and as a result, a severe shortage in some lines on the supermarket
shelves.

We are still seeing some growth in the industry with this coming in the form of established
larger growers in the vegetables and berries space.

It was interesting to read in the latest AUSVEG Grower Sentiment Survey that increasing
compliance workload and red and green tape has overtaken labour shortages as the number
one issue facing growers in the vegetable industry.

As many of our members would be aware, the burden trying to navigate the planning system to
erect new structures is becoming increasingly harder.  PCA are continuing to support our grower
members in discussions with land use planning authorities to look for practical common sense
solutions and awaiting further advice on the next iteration of the National Construction Code.

As we head into the warmer months, it is a good time to check your irrigation and fertigation
system to ensure it can meet peak demand in the middle of summer.  It is also a good time to
undertake any maintenance and water quality tests.  Some simple system checks now can save
you lots of time and headache in the peak summer period.

https://u2306505.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOckNetnzoFUibzqKHAY5HG629DsoV211GR0m-2BQPDl23fAgfM2jbZmxJYh0XDbZBCLAsbCdeB1pf3OFKhI-2Fn-2F3qNmzUwhleIbismJOBW5y2DUrAJ0v_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJakeybirUIheZxXq0CxSvyb2zDSVic0E878vTjK8ALcSoRJwTtSAPXR-2FgoWCGacdRqOBupmBK-2FLici6cml88bKKhGatIrjG2-2BcXuc5-2Fd3W8SFTP4wOzxkfukXXx25fLr6Fr-2FCKZ5W3604lZRjYCXUdaeJu1ATQ7Os5TqOleDJyCuQZMhZSvN-2FR4jb928-2BiqzaznNlmNF4-2FK9SmzS99nRrCbnw5NngT4SkY7io47XmXIiXad2QhHYJkEXfcv1ywaL2zrQrNebOeA7PJm6uiz7ZILMn2yf5z2QanQHbc-2F20jgZFwdRefFvjLcCuz1ID4vkDkiiCx3zS4O7yXQqZJFfmIuHaBkutpV1tbYGgflr2VVV2DauA9HKGDM7URcl7KTiklQv29m-2BCRbIp3V-2FadVhlMM-3D


 
I often ask growers whether they have tested the uniformity of their irrigation system?  Why is
this important?  Put simply, it ensures that the target water and nutrient solution is being
delivered to the plant roots evenly.  This is important for substrate and soil-based production
systems and there are some simple tests you can do. 
 
Please reach out if you require assistance with these tests and of course our corporate partner
AgVita offer a 10% discount for members if you wish to test your water.
 
In other news, some PCA 2025 conference videos are now available to all members and
delegates. Please email admin@protectedcropping.net.au if you are having trouble accessing
these resources. All videos will be available in the coming days.
 
Have a great month and best wishes.
 

CONFERENCE

ABSTRACT BOOK
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AWARD WINNERS

See All Our 2025 & Past Award Winners
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Protected Cropping Facility Launch
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Spraying Crops – Best Practice and Answers
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Berries Australia - The Burst August 2025
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