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Welcome to the February edition of Growing Undercover
 
The weather has been variable across the country with hot and dry conditions in many growing
regions. 
Here in NSW, we have seen excellent growing conditions after a wet end to 2025.
 
Our Industry Advisory Council met last week to discuss a range of issues including sustainability
& training priorities for the sector. One of the key challenges for growers is understanding and
navigating the labour market, particularly accessing programs such as the Pacific Australia
Labour Mobility (PALM) scheme.
PCA is currently talking with service providers to offer webinars and education in this area and
welcome any suggestions on topics and specific areas of focus. Other training priorities raised
were in chemical use and Integrated Pest & Disease Management, advanced water & nutrient
management, and business management tools to improve labour efficiency. If you have ideas on
training you'd like PCA to develop, please reach out to us.
 
In exciting news, the PCA Board has approved the updating of the National Map of Protected
Cropping Systems over the next 3 years with leveraged funding from the University of New
England, the Future Food Systems CRC and the Australian Government.  Despite this funding,
PCA must also raise funds to invest further in this valuable resource and as communicated in the
January newsletter, we will be calling for voluntary financial contributions soon.
Planning is also well underway for next years PCA Conference being held on the Gold Coast from
the 25th - 28th of July 2027.  Please place these dates in your calendar and please reach out if
you wish to sponsor this event in advance of the prospectus being published.

https://u2306505.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOckNetnzoFUibzqKHAY5HG629DsoV211GR0m-2BQPDl23fAgfM2jbZmxJYh0XDbZBCLAsbCdeB1pf3OFKhI-2Fn-2F3qNmzUwhleIbismJOBW5y2DUrWNyE_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJakeybirUIheZxXq0CxSvyb2zDSVic0E878vTjK8ALcSoRJwTtSAPXR-2FgoWCGacdRqOBupmBK-2FLici6cml88bKKhGatIrjG2-2BcXuc5-2Fd3W8SFTP4wOzxkfukXXx25fLr6Fr-2FCKZ5W3604lZRjYCXUdYRPajl0WWn5pvx9cA5X8aQFABUad94KLdDI-2FNEY7eTbsrRQqFODoShwV9pzmFKMkKXHNAOl4uTtcRd1sCM9kJYR-2BW15vSRaUGQhUkVSxL1Mp9veWJ8a1gkS7ZhLrF3ZcdJm3QoCd07E99imEwWoqvjo0JZHMv7SZlygFEMnJSM0mhXoBxYTSlTHqTSRkadSgtUADSfSUgrmIh3zCGBFOaSXAmYQ8Xr-2B12qArczKYEyUB1DrDfNAV332CpvahlQoDs-3D


 
A prospectus has also gone out to industry and our corporate partners seeking sponsorship for
the Greentech Study tour to the Netherlands in June. Several companies have pledged interest
and there are still a range of opportunities left.  Please reach out to
projects@protectedcropping.net.au for further information.
 
And finally, the Hydroponic Farmers Federation Conference will be held from the 4th to the 6th
of May in Melbourne with details and program to be announced shortly.
 
Until next time, have a great month and stay safe.
 
Matt Plunkett
0434 147 988
ido@protectedcropping.net.au 

Do You Have A Spare 10 Seconds?
We're keen to understand the sustainability priorities in the industry. Click the button below to
complete our quick 2-question, 10-second, anonymous poll.  Thank you!

TAKE THE SURVEY
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Webinar: Discover GreenTech Amsterdam 2026

Learn More →
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Greentech & NL Industry Tour 2026 EOI
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Myplant & Garden Middle East

Learn More →
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Berries Australia - The Burst January 2026
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PHA - Tendrils Newsletter January 2026
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Managing Rockwool and Plastic Waste in PC Survey
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AI & Advanced Robotics Guide
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NCC - Building Classification Guide
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Protected Cropping Mapping Project
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The Hydroponic Farmers Federation Conference 2026 is being held from 4 - 6 May in
Melbourne. 
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