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UPDATES

We’re now on Instagram!
Follow us and never miss an update!

Behind The Scenes

Julie Krieger

No such things as winter hybernation in PC, and
that goes for the Board and team at PCA too. As
you’ll read below, it’s been a hugely busy month
with lots of PCA representation at industry
conferences, as well as in meetings with members
and with organisations like the Australian Building
Codes Board, where we’re busy advocating for
more favourable outcomes for PC growers.

Amongst the activity this month, has been the
securing of a partnership with Choice Energy - a
company on a mission to help businesses reduce
their energy costs. Scroll down and click the link
below to find out about this PCA member offer, as
well as the services they offer in regard to transition
to solar power for your business.

Platinum Sponsor

Over the coming months we will be rolling out
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eration

more member benefits, and some exciting new

options for grower memberships. Stay tuned! 23
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https://www.instagram.com/protectedcroppingaustralia/

IDO Update

Matt Plunkett

Despite the economic headwinds and difficult

environment  businesses are operating in

worldwide, it is interesting to look at
the current size of the Controlled Environment
Agriculture (CEA) sector more broadly. In 2022,
a study commissioned by Rabobank, WUR, Dutch
Greenhouse Delta, AVAG and undertaken by the
concluded that

the total area of CEA worldwide is a staggering 2.5

University of Copenhagen
million hectares. Here in Australia, it is estimated
that our CEA footprint is 14,000 hectares. The
conducted

researchers who

the study utilised satellite imagery together with

Projects

Tony Bundock

With the New South Wales Early Needs Recovery
Project completed, the projects team have been
busy working on a number of additional areas.

The team will be initially participating in the

Victorian ~ Hydroponic  Farmers  Federation
conference at Tabcorp Park in Melton between the
23rd and 25th of July. The HFF event is always a
great networking opportunity and we look forward
to meeting as many of you as possible at the

conference.

The projects team have also secured some
additional funding via the National Hort Roadshow
project. This will ultimately see us delivering four
training sessions across a twelve month period,
which will include two events in WA, one event in
Gatton,
Adelaide, South Australia which will coincide with

Queensland, and a fourth event in
the PCA conference. We are also planning a South
Australia grower event in November as well.

Further detail will be posted on our socials as we
progress!

A major theme at this conference has been about
sustainability and the energy transition we are
currently in. One of the big issues discussed at
this conference is the mandatory legislated
reporting
gas emissions and the lack of benchmarks and

requirements  for  greenhouse
standardized procedures for growers to undertake
this. This is clearly a gap that will be
communicated to Hort Innovation and other
stakeholders to consider how we can invest in R&D
to help with this pending challenge. In the
meantime, PCA has signed an agreement with
Choice Energy to help our members determine
their baseline energy consumption and how




artificial intelligence to verify their findings with
China accounting for over 60% of this total area.
Coming in second place was Spain (5.6%) followed
by Italy (4.1%) which was somewhat surprising. It
is not clear whether this total figure includes all
crops under cover such as netting on fruit tree
crops, or just greenhouses, poly
tunnels, glasshouses and vertical farms. It is
interesting that the article refers to consolidation in
Northern Hemisphere, but continued expansion in
the Southern Hemisphere such as Asia, Africa and
Central and South America. Reflecting this growth,
a similar study undertaken in 2019 estimated the
global industry at 1.3 million hectares in size. At
any rate, this is staggering growth across the
international sector. Here in Australia, there is no
doubt that
in some sectors of our industry, particularly in the

there is slowing of growth
last year. Similarly, as | write this article from the
Hydroponic Farmers Federation Conference here in
Melbourne, several industry personnel have
advised that there is steady growth in some
states,

experienced in the last few years. Perhaps we are

categories and albeit not at levels
entering a phase of consolidation, with continued
expansion likely in the larger high-tech end of our

industry.

GROWER UPDATES

efficiency savings can be made to reduce
electricity and gas
will also include renewable energy such as

consumption. This

solar and other procurement options so look out
for that offering soon. And finally, it has been great
to connect with many industry personnel at this
conference. Congratulations to John Elford and
the HFF team together with ASN Events for
organising the event and we look forward to
welcoming everyone to PCA 2025 in Adelaide.

Have a great month.

Did you know we have an Industry Advisory Council?

The Industry Advisory Council (IAC) meets every second month and is led by our

Deputy Chair, Andrew Mcllwain.

If you would like to hear more or become a part of this vital group, please get in touch with us.



mailto:admin@protectedcropping.net.au?subject=Industry%20Advisory%20Council&body=Hi%0A%0AI%27m%20interested%20to%20learn%20more%20about%20joining%20the%20Industry%20Advisory%20Council.

Webinar Recording
Now Available

PCA

Missed our recent webinars, or want to rewatch
them? Marcus Van Heijst’s (Priva) ‘Practical
Application of Al in Horticulture’ is now available
for members to view on our website.

WATCH WEBINAR

EVENTS

SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER AUGUST
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FERTILIZER

are delighted to share the complete first draft program for the 3rd Australiz
..... ty Symposium taking place from 27-28 August at SeaWorld Resort or
Gold Coast, ._mare
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5" Clobal

Vertical Farming Sh‘ﬁ:" :

3rd Australian
Biosecurity Symposium

Exclusive Discounts For Members
The countdawn is on - Early Bird registration closing July 12!
Don't miss your chance 1o attend Australia's prominent fentikser conferance and

exchibiticn with a stacked speaker Eneup, fantastic networking opportunities and
events that bring togather the entire fertiiser supply chain, all at our exclusive

ULL DRAFT PROGRAM OUT NO!

2024 Fertiliser Australia 5th Global Vertical PHA - 3rd Australian
Conference Farming Show 2024 Biosecurity Symposium
Learn more — Learn more — Learn more —

JULY MAY AUGUST



https://protectedcropping.net.au/events/webinars/
https://web.cvent.com/event/45b1fcef-81bc-4f6d-b965-9514daa54b57/summary
https://protectedcropping.net.au/special-invitation-pca-members-vip-access-to-the-5th-global-vertical-farming-show-2024/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/plant-health-aus_biosym2024-activity-7210861977626112000-oRs4/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop

ISOEign up today

Haygrove - Resilience &
Sustainability Webinar

Learn more —

FEBRUARY

Spansarship & Exhibitor Packages selling quickly ==+
IryQuest International 2025 will be held 24-27 February 2025 at the Wrest

it Hatel Casino, Hobart including 2 days of farm tours to both north and sout
Iy growing regions.

} conference oifers a unique opportunity 1o promote your company and mark
Ir products and services to growers, wholesalers, marketers, retailers,
parchers, nursery, and allied trade suppliers across the Australian berry
bstrias.

't miss out - secure your Sponsorship or Exhibitor package today online
Mitps:jinkd. injgwxtUikn

BerryQuest ...
International .
24-27 February 2025 :
Wrest Point Hotel Casing, Habart berries

BerryQuest
International Packages

Learn more —

PIPS 4 Profit & Narrow Orchard

Innavation FEA TIA @ wealen Erontiers
Agential Al AgBio - Agriculture Victoria -
Super Early Bird Researcher Roadshow

Tickets
Learn more —

Learn more —

AUGUST

2024 Research

Future Food Systems
Research Showcase

Learn more —

INFORMATION

NATIONAL

STUDY

NEWS STUDY



https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7217497787284754432/
https://protectedcropping.net.au/pca-proudly-supports-agential-ai-agbio-2025/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/alessioscalisi_on-21-august-agriculture-victoria-will-be-activity-7210795130314792961-dKnU/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/berries-australia_sponsorship-exhibitor-packages-selling-activity-7206430003582963712-CowP/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.futurefoodsystems.com.au/event/2024-ffs-research-showcase/

Boosting Cucumber Chris Higgins - Al In Green Spaces &
Yield - Trial Results Horticulture Student's Academics

Learn more — Learn more — Learn more —

NEWS NEWS NEWS
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Learn more — Learn more —

Learn more —

NEWS NEWS NEWS


https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7215902944255254530/
https://urbanagnews.com/blog/exclusives/what-is-ai-how-will-it-be-used-in-greenhouses-indoor-farms-and-commercial-horticulture/
https://www.horticulture.com.au/hort-innovation/news-events/media-releases/2024/green-space-and-students-academic-outcomes-explored-in-new-study/#msdynttrid=fbNYBF_ERbVjjKwwlCuiBY9ixOwT_V5Nj0myG90LqAQ
https://www.horticulture.com.au/growers/help-your-business-grow/research-reports-publications-fact-sheets-and-more/grower-resources/minor-use-articles/providing-access-to-safe-and-effective-crop-protection-solutions/#msdynttrid=nJybbX6dlFZW-oxJ703OPv85x7QNUk-ZPQ4hRX3kYnQ
https://www.horticulture.com.au/growers/help-your-business-grow/research-reports-publications-fact-sheets-and-more/st19000-pollination/#msdynttrid=-yMKJW56x9qpUSjMU82OZWw8v-OwwwZW2rPm4Gy1eoA
https://ausagritech.org/agritech-newsletter-form/

THANK YOU

Prabin Dawadee
Protected Cropping Australia Scholarshi
for Emerging Leaders in Protected Cropping

Master of Science (Greenhouse Horticulture)
(Agriculture), 2024

Graduated 8 June 2024

Protected Cropping Biosecurity Response -
Scholarship Graduate Red Imported Fire Ants
Learn more — Learn more —

NEWS PARTNERSHIP

TOP 10 COUNTRIES

The ten countries that account for th
largest shares of greenhouse coverag

1. China (60.4%)
CHOICE
3. Italy (4.1%)
4. Mexico (3.3%)
5. Turkey (2.4%)
6. Morocco (2.3%)
7. South Korea (1.8%)
8. Japan (1.7%)
9. Netherlands (1.4%)
10. France (1.3%)

Greenhouses Covering Choice Energy Partners
More of Earth’s Surface With PCA
Learn more — Learn more —

MEMBER ADVERTISEMENTS

WSU Installs New Films
AT NVPCC

Learn more —

AIPH - FLORACULTURE INTERNATIONAL


https://mcusercontent.com/436ad6b81050d06eb1e1e590d/files/2b380961-2e89-e180-fd7d-aec357bc429e/June_2024_Graduate_update_Protected_Cropping_Australia_Prabin_Dawadee.pdf
https://dpi.cmail20.com/t/y-e-mjihyht-diujhkkljh-w/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7218807570101104641/
https://science.ku.dk/english/press/news/2024/greenhouses-cover-more-and-more-of-earths-surface/
https://protectedcropping.net.au/choice-energy-partners-with-protected-cropping-australia/

eating beauty throughl¥

jesand a floral park’

P AIRH76TH ANNUAL CONGRESS. ! |
. Taking place alongside’
Greenls Life

> WORKPLACE SAF ESias
rgtanding therisks

L
=

_

Discover the best'of Europe’s pressummenrbedding plants
exhibition'and get exclusive Expo-sure into Greenlech, g
o [GA/ Lepaa, Chelsea, and-ExpoilChengdu2024

HAIFA - DOWN UNDER NEWSLETTER


https://aiph.org/floraculture/latest-edition/?utm_source=FCI+Partner&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=PCA+FCI+Magazine

¥y DownUnder

. YOUR LATEST SPECIAL BULLETIN
Hc“fq FROM HAIFA AUSTRALIA

Quality Bundaberg strawberries

, ' ,,,-" IcK
Micronutrient strategy success TgLREAD

LINE
Nitrogen knowledge ‘berry good" o k

PLUS MUCH MORE

AGENTIAL AI AGBIO 2025 - SUPER EARLY BIRD TICKETS

AGENTIAL Al AgBio

2+ Days of Empowering New Insights & Inspiration

CEA SYSTEMS

Vertical Farms, Protected Cropping

ROBOTICS

Automation, Drones, Sensors

DATA PROCESSING

Precision Ag, loT, Smart Devices

6-8 May
2025

BIOTECH

Crop Sciences, Novel Crops, Breeding

IMAGING

Computer Vision, Phenotyping

CANNABIS

Productiion, Genefics, Regulations, GMP

Use Promo Code
PCAAAAQ012025

SUPER EARLY BIRD o ioome 55

EARLY BIRD  ZN Pk TN+ 8

B Register by 31 July to save $700 fickets available! [E]e3:FHY:

The organiser reserves the right to modify the event program without prior nofice. For the latest information and updates, please visit the event website or contact info@agentialal.com

GFV - PCA MEMBERS VIP ACCESS



https://bit.ly/DUed26
https://protectedcropping.net.au/pca-proudly-supports-agential-ai-agbio-2025/

Supparting Partner

s C.Igb.:l -
L. Vertical Farming
| W & 7 Ishow 2024

5" Global
Vertical Farming Show

Middle East's Largest & Only Exclusive
Vertical Farming Event

10" - 11" Sept 2024 | Le Méridien Hotel, Dubai - UAE

Exclusive Discounts For Members
Limited Slots Available

Register Now

www.verticalfarmingshow.com

CHOICE ENERGY PARTNERS WITH PCA

CHOICE
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