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Welcome to the March edition of Growing Undercover.
 
With the ongoing conflict in the Middle East, we are seeing surging fuel prices, rising input costs
and many growers scaling back their production due to these uncertainties.
 
With inflation and interest rates rising sharply, unfortunately we are likely to see these shocks in
the supply chain for some time.
 
With our growers already suffering from depressed market prices, high energy, and labour costs,
these rising costs must be passed on to the consumer.
 
It has been reported that urea has almost doubled in price since the conflict began.  Diesel
prices have skyrocketed and of great concern is reports that some crops are now uneconomic to
harvest.
 
This crisis, much like COVID-19 has highlighted the need for a National Food Security Strategy
that future proofs our industry in a rapidly changing geopolitical landscape.  
 
AUSVEG have surveyed over 150 growers in the last two days and found that since the conflict
began:

27% of growers have reduced or stopped planting.
Fuel costs have risen by 74%.
Freight surcharges up 38%.

https://u2306505.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOckNetnzoFUibzqKHAY5HG629DsoV211GR0m-2BQPDl23fAgfM2jbZmxJYh0XDbZBCLAsbCdeB1pf3OFKhI-2Fn-2F3qNmzUwhleIbismJOBW5y2DUrqgyw_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJakeybirUIheZxXq0CxSvyb2zDSVic0E878vTjK8ALcSoRJwTtSAPXR-2FgoWCGacdRqOBupmBK-2FLici6cml88bKKhGatIrjG2-2BcXuc5-2Fd3W8SFTP4wOzxkfukXXx25fLr6Fr-2FCKZ5W3604lZRjYCXUdbmEBmjSXNAHK16njqUdGsymxMVj0KCJwS78MrV4gWMBxU-2BaYBsm4Mg4LEdu0wNjrmEtnIba9Pbb17e8x0gj2J87bkQoa7tbCAs9pbq0Ajp7eqcIIPAz66NKLVAGa8Ulcat5qTT5tS5Pzl5KPkoUgVcnZRYmIdVxTsFyNnTPKbDmxvblHUYc3wZdQGgVjI-2FDoGKnm9GT1fPcvEW9I1ESkTsVnnifAOMJdongyZ5JbJjuytV4Cxkbgcia5dt1CZAix4-3D


Concerns over shortages of supply of crop protection, seeds, irrigation and other inputs.

 
This study has also recommended that growers start discussions with their customers about
passing on price increases if you haven’t already done so.  The survey has shown that growers,
have only been able to pass on an average price increase of 12%.
 
It is obvious that energy security is critical to the growth and development of our industry.  PCA,
through the Protected Cropping 2021-2030 Strategy have advocated for targeted research and
development in this area with an announcement pending on a new project in the coming
months.
 
PCA are currently gathering data and consulting with our Industry Advisory Council about next
steps. We thank the National Farmers Federation Horticulture Council, AUSVEG and other peak
industry bodies for representing our industry. More than ever, we need to unite to ensure we get
through this crisis together and out the other side.
 
Our members are encouraged to reach out if you are experiencing hardship or wish to share
feedback and most importantly, please stay safe.

Do You Have A Spare 10 Seconds?
We're keen to understand the sustainability priorities in the industry. Click the button below to
complete our quick 2-question, 10-second, anonymous poll.  Thank you!

TAKE THE SURVEY
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Learn More →
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PCA Webinar Wednesday: Achmea Insurance 

Coming Soon

OCTOBER

Myplant & Garden Middle East

Learn More →
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The Victorian Hydroponic Farmers Federation (HFF) are holding their Bi-annual conference on
the 4th to the 6th of May 2026.
 
The conference itself will be held at the Pullman Hotel, Albert Park, Melbourne -  offering
excellent conference and trade show facilities as well as first class accommodation. The program
has been carefully designed to address the key issues facing hydroponic growers today
including-
 

Greenhouse and berry crop production insights
Regional development and biosecurity preparedness
HR and agri-talent solutions
EU innovation and high-tech investment
R&D grants and funding pathways
Crop nutrition under stress conditions
Pollination efficiency and crop protection
Labour management (PALM scheme)
Seed industry innovation panel
Market insights and retail perspectives

 
The event itself commences at 4pm on the Monday with the opening of the trade show followed
by the welcome function between 5pm and 7pm.
 
One the Tuesday the conference commences with the official opening followed by a packed
speaker program including some industry leading identities, and the ever popular ‘Grower
Forum’. The conference dinner will be held on the Tuesday evening and will feature non other
that Brian Nankervis from Rockwiz as the host.
 
Wednesday morning will commence with a sit down breakfast including a presentation from
Michael Simonetta followed by more presentations until the conference concludes on
Wednesday afternoon.
 
Throughout the event the trade show will be open providing a perfect opportunity to catch up
with suppliers.
 

https://u2306505.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOcgrpxK3SHMXhdboKU5xpoiztXbGT0aj-2BO-2Bzf4pOZxCnLKyOmsy9L5KFTZpZ7-2FjZi5g-3D-3DQHzd_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJakeybirUIheZxXq0CxSvyb2zDSVic0E878vTjK8ALcSoRJwTtSAPXR-2FgoWCGacdRqOBupmBK-2FLici6cml88bKKhGatIrjG2-2BcXuc5-2Fd3W8SFTP4wOzxkfukXXx25fLr6Fr-2FCKZ5W3604lZRjYCXUdbmEBmjSXNAHK16njqUdGsymxMVj0KCJwS78MrV4gWMBxU-2BaYBsm4Mg4LEdu0wNjrmEtnIba9Pbb17e8x0gj2J87bkQoa7tbCAs9pbq0Ajp7aehPtjIImqfmgzSugZqtY-2BbsJCkSH2pqQ98U6hCfGRvISHSeBBYZeTZfDb9YDK9szeSFTsZnem1xujFbA3Uoo7YyvwjAcaCr9ZNO1RUKK9FbnLuz5ZCYGFkCknV0TmlO4r-2FlLX-2FF-2BxoXvapdSQLx3w-3D


Registrations can be made at https://pecbookings.eventsair.com/hff2026/register
 
So do yourself a favour – lock in your tickets to this great event!

Learn More →
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Apex Greenhouses Training Day – Priva Computerised Greenhouse Management
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Apex Greenhouses is hosting a one-day training event in April at its Demonstration Facility in
Virginia, South Australia, featuring two introductory courses in Priva computerised greenhouse
management systems. 
 
Both courses are designed to provide practical, foundational knowledge for those working in —
or entering — the commercial greenhouse industry, introducing participants to the Priva Office
system used alongside Priva Compass, Compact, and Connext systems.
 
The first course,  Introduction to Basic Priva Computerised Climate Control, covers the
fundamentals of operating and navigating the Priva climate control system, including
understanding system components, working with climate data, and maintaining basic strategy
settings.
 
The second course,  Introduction to Basic Priva Computerised Irrigation Control, focuses on
irrigation system management, covering topics such as closed versus open systems, sterilisation
equipment, and the operation of key Priva strategy and recipe settings pages.
 
Both sessions will be delivered by Tony Bundock, Project Manager with Protected Cropping
Australia and Priva's only registered trainer in the Oceania region. Tony brings over 45 years of
experience in the protected cropping industry, with an extensive background in both commercial
horticulture and industry training across the UK and Australia.
 
Places are limited. For more information and to buy tickets, visit:  https://ahr.com.au/news-
events-1/an-introduction-to-the-principles-of-plant-empowerment-djys3

Learn More →
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Berries Australia - The Burst March 2026
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Biosecurity Response - Red Imported Fire Ants
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Northern Basin Connectivity & Minimum Inflows Webinar

Learn More →
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GreenTech March 2026 Newsletter
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