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Behind The Scenes

Julie Krieger

Big News for Protected Cropping Growers...

Australia is officially shifting from eradication to management of Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit
Virus (ToBRFV) — a change long advocated by PCA and our members.

“This outcome reflects what can be achieved when industry unites around a common goal,” said
Andrew Tout, Chair of PCA. “Growers have stood up, contributed time and resources, and
brought practical on-farm knowledge into the national policy space.”

This marks a more practical, evidence-based approach that puts grower experience and industry
resilience at the centre.

“Growers have real skin in the game. They understand the risks and know how to manage
viruses effectively on-farm.” Says Michael Simonetta (Perfection Fresh).

We're proud to have led this advocacy work — and grateful to the growers, businesses, and
stakeholders who made it possible.

Stay tuned as we continue to work on clear guidance and support for the next phase. Read
More.

Projects Update
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Tony Bundock

Last Friday the RMCG group delivered an IPM workshop which focused on reducing chemical use
in the New South Wales cut flower industry, which was kindly hosted by Brimstone Waratahs, at
their site at The Oaks, NSW, 2570.

The workshop itself was designed to Inform and upskill growers to manage pest and disease
issues using an integrated approach (leading to a reduction in chemical use) and also advise on
best practice chemical use and storage.

Presenters at the event included three well known industry identities, namely:

Assoc. Prof Robert Spooner-Hart - Western Sydney University,

Dr. Len Tesoriero - Crop Doc Consulting

Tony Bundock MEd - Protected Cropping Australia | Genesis Horticulture

Acting as MC for the event was Jesse Clune of RMCG group.

The event was well attended with 15 growers and industry representatives on site.

Robert and Len opened the event with a presentation providing an introduction to IPDM,
common pest and diseases, and their management, which then transitioned into a scouting field
walk to take a practical look at the issues being faced by Gordon and the team at Brimstone
Waratahs. This provided an excellent opportunity for the participants to examine first hand some
specific disease and pest issues, and the control measures that could be utilised.

The event then proceeded with a presentation by Tony on chemical use and safe handling
practices, and how an integrated pest management approach can utilise chemical applications
as a control measure.

To further assist the growers, Garden City Plastics had kindly donated a number of 0.5 litre
measuring jugs which the growers were able to take away with them from the event.

The day concluded with a bbg and networking session. There are plans for additional workshops
in the next couple of months and these will be widely advertised.
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FULL REGISTRATION= EARLYBIRD STANDARD
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PCA MEMBER $790 $870
HFF MEMBER $920 $995
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gi ion Open (arrival tea and coffee)

07.00am — 8.00am Sponsored Breakfast — Warren Davies — The |
From 8.00am ibition Open
8.30am - 8.45am Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country (C
Session Chair: Andrew Tout (PCA Chair)
8.45am — 8.55am Opening Address: TBC
Session Chair: Zak Igbal (PCA Conference Chai
8.50am —9.00am Naming Rights Sponsor Address TBC
9.00am - 10.30am Keynote Panel Presentations & Panel:

Godfrey Dol - (Virtual) Van Der Hoeven & Gla
Levi Nupponen — Agrology Pty Ltd

10.30am - 11.10am Morning Tea and

11.10am - 12.45pm Concurrent Sessions
Ag Tech (Robotics, Al, Automation) a
Hall C Hi

12.10pm - 12.45pm Grower Panel discussion - Growing Profitably
Session Chair: Jack Mooney, Giacomo Pippo, J

12.45pm — 1.45pm Lunch and Exhibition Open

1.00pm - 1.45pm Young Researcher R&D Presentations (spons
Session Chair SP Singh

1.45pm - 3.00pm Concurrent Sessions

Building Resilient Profitable Businesses | Fc

Hall C Hi
3.00pm —3.35pm Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus Panel Disci
Session Chair: Andrew Tout, Dr Len Tesoriero,
3.35pm —4.15pm Afternoon Tea and Exhibition
4.15pm —5.30pm Concurrent Sessions
IPDM & Biosecurity Pc
Hall ¢ ™

Program Out Now

Learn More —
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PCA 2025
ADELAIDE CONVENTION CENTRE
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Tristan Kitchener Warren Davies

Godfrey Dol

Lee Stiles

Meet Our Speakers

Learn More —
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CODfGPence and sustainably $440 + GST « 2 FREE conference grower $100 + GST « 1FREE conference grower
passes* passes*

WHEN YOU PURCHASE 2 YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP

2 years of corporate grower

EVENTS

OCTOBER
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Vertical Farming World Congress 2025

Learn More —
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) Last Chance to Secure the Earlybird Rates!

u,
‘inal ity to take ad f .
he Earlybird rates, ending 1 May 2025 (Reglster at pcaZOZS.com}‘B

Conference: Monday 28 July - Wednesday 30 July 2025
Post-Conference Farm Tours: Thursday 31 July 2025

VIEW THE PROGRAM SPONSORSHIP & EXHIBITION

The rates below are only available until 1st May 2025.

STANDARD

2nd MAY 2025

PCA MEMBER $870
HFF MEMBER $995
NON MEMBER $1,100
STUDENT MEMBER $580
STUDENT NON-MEMBER $630

PCA2025 - Earlybird Closing Soon

Learn More —

AUGUST


https://u2306505.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOcp1NwAfL0iDE-2FOYn8tY0RM1wGSztK50l3TU2Yqgwvz-2FVUUx77IJ27v8E4creQPZcezppH1zXV9Gwd6cALY9UnxT0dgZf36Y0qwVLjqFEecWh2jUb_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJakeybirUIheZxXq0CxSvyb2zDSVic0E878vTjK8ALcSoRJwTtSAPXR-2FgoWCGacdRqOBupmBK-2FLici6cml88bKKhGatIrjG2-2BcXuc5-2Fd3W8SFTP4wOzxkfukXXx25fLr6Fr-2FCKZ5W3604lZRjYCXUdYSHOhUqvSSnUQV8NRKKbARTbTiCTQlZazeKL6JE8xnw40qx66eFY4IxdkkKyyj-2BsTuw-2FSguJt8WgMMyCTlJirfXU7FAjjUKwl8eLtvmWrYXEVy926z2KMbpU9qQErkVHnMHhOZiolS22QdL-2BtoLKwGei5Rn-2FnfD94LbqwBYv5ffMNE2dtkFkxkjKhavW2qAxwErsitMCKy2DKQr28WP6PqrWMNThlLsPUtHzbclEPEl2svpJI3VP3XeU0shA7RtII-3D
https://u2306505.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOcqytdMYy1E8LxtGVQx8SBtqbScPR2nk0opTfaA26cqSfx6pK80P-2Bmjljzud9WKLO1wx3vfrUX-2FUguHJ1sHd10obTwC7uuU-2BBhd9HPQ3IOJmOIuDO_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJakeybirUIheZxXq0CxSvyb2zDSVic0E878vTjK8ALcSoRJwTtSAPXR-2FgoWCGacdRqOBupmBK-2FLici6cml88bKKhGatIrjG2-2BcXuc5-2Fd3W8SFTP4wOzxkfukXXx25fLr6Fr-2FCKZ5W3604lZRjYCXUdYSHOhUqvSSnUQV8NRKKbARTbTiCTQlZazeKL6JE8xnw40qx66eFY4IxdkkKyyj-2BsTuw-2FSguJt8WgMMyCTlJirfXU7FAjjUKwl8eLtvmWrYXIt0YrI-2BP1p1llE4O1OxxpyKyafIS0pXVT9vORoCjCy1Yaaasa6Q3ErjlosUeo6kJbR8ecyMLJL5YoivfKQ1dbmJ-2B21S2m5twsIPUyYABBn6YuA7ls5y9pcqut7k7uqG0r1x0wJ35S7nHfN-2FYKgWWRU-3D

Hort Innvation

APEX GREENHOUSES Frontiers
TRAINING EVENT Wﬁ - ?

2

""i.‘f?‘

= f °

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
PRINCIPLES OF PLANT

EMPOWERMENT
Youare nvied to participate n our ono day raining Location: Apex Greenhouses Faciity
event at Apex Greenhouses in South Australa. Virginia, South Austrli

(Exactlocation available upon registraton)

“This training session will cover the topics:
+ How to use your screering systams effoctialy for
maximum energy savings Cost: $199 ncl GST (unch included)
+ Howto create an active cimate o promole an actve:

plant i minmal cnergy uss
REGISTER YOUR
+How 1o control humiy nthe rashouse
vnes INTEREST

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? Please note this event has maximum capacity
‘of 40 participants. We will attempt to cater for as

Thistaining s ideal for roviers, greenhouse managers, o)

and horiculural acvisorsseeking o optmise crop e i s

prodction using data-arven stategies algned wih the o

Plant Empowerment princpies

For more information
ABOUT THE FACILITATOR ahr.com.au/protected-cropping

Ton Habraken advisos growers worldwide
fions, spe
Plant 3
House concept, and ClimaFow.
CONTACT

Please contact Anita Chennell for more information about
this training opportunity: anita.chennol@ah.com.au

Plant Empowerment applies plant physiology,

physics, and data to oplimise energy and water

balances, improving crop resiience and resource.
effcency.

SN I, W Apex
» 4 Greenhouses

The Principles Of Plant Empowerment

Learn More —
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BURST

BROUGHT TO YOU BY BERRIES AUSTRALIA

Hi <<First Name>>

Welcome to the latest newsletter from the Berries Australia team for
2025

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you in touch with important news about R&D occurring in your
industry, as well as ensure that you are informed in a timely way about changes to employment law,
workplace health & sofety, upcoming events and other information necessary to help you to run your berry
business effectively.

Dear <<First Name>>,

Poor northern NSW has copped it again with huge rainfall and flooding. This time, the
berry industry has not escaped with reports of orchards underwater, infrastructure
damage, and lack of access to blocks, causing pest and disease issues. Initial reports
indicate that crops under tunnels have fared better, but it has been a devastating
event for many blueberry and Rubus growers.

We are working with the NSW DPI to determine damage levels, and | encourage
anyone with damage to fill out this survey. If you would rather just talk to someone,
please get in touch with Gaius, Melinda or myself.

Amajor focus for the Berries Australia team is AgVet chemical management, especially
the recent news that blueberries will no longer be considered a 'minor use' crop. We

Berries Australia - The Burst May 25

Learn More —

NEWS
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Plant Health Australia

Learn More —

RESOURCE

Can Far-Red Light Boost Growth In Lettuce

Learn More —

NEWS

Tendrils

Your monthly round-up of plant biosecurity news

PHAS Member meetings were held in Adelaide last

Jweek Visit our toview the General Meeting
[presentation and Chair address.

'Plant Health

Message from the CEO

May has proven to be a month of strategic
momentum and meaningful progress for PHA.
From high-level Member engagement in Adelaide
to national collaboration, our work continues to
demonstrate the strength of a united biosecurity
system. Significant milestones this month include
surpassing over 8,000 Linkedin followers and
achieving 10 million surveillance records on
AAUSPestCheck®. We also celebrated the
International Day of Plant Health and the launch of
the Australian Research Centre (ARC) for Plant
Biosecurity.

Youll find a snapshot of these highlights and more
in this edition of Tendrls.

The communique of PHA's Board Meeting #119,
which was held in Adelaide, South Australi, in May,

s now available on our

- Tendrils May 25

GCIENCE

-PoTLIGHT

CAN FAR-RED BE BENEF
LE

TTUCE PRO

By: Karla Garcia “Pro
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