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Big News for Protected Cropping Growers...

Australia is officially shifting from eradication to management of Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit
Virus (ToBRFV) — a change long advocated by PCA and our members.

“This outcome reflects what can be achieved when industry unites around a common goal,” said
Andrew Tout, Chair of PCA. “Growers have stood up, contributed time and resources, and
brought practical on-farm knowledge into the national policy space.”

This marks a more practical, evidence-based approach that puts grower experience and industry
resilience at the centre.

“Growers have real skin in the game. They understand the risks and know how to manage
viruses effectively on-farm.” Says Michael Simonetta (Perfection Fresh).

We’re proud to have led this advocacy work — and grateful to the growers, businesses, and
stakeholders who made it possible.

Stay tuned as we continue to work on clear guidance and support for the next phase. Read
More.
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Tony Bundock

Last Friday the RMCG group delivered an IPM workshop which focused on reducing chemical use
in the New South Wales cut flower industry, which was kindly hosted by Brimstone Waratahs, at
their site at The Oaks, NSW, 2570.
 
The workshop itself was designed to Inform and upskill growers to manage pest and disease
issues using an integrated approach (leading to a reduction in chemical use) and also advise on
best practice chemical use and storage.
 
Presenters at the event included three well known industry identities, namely:

Assoc. Prof Robert Spooner-Hart - Western Sydney University,
Dr. Len Tesoriero - Crop Doc Consulting
Tony Bundock MEd - Protected Cropping Australia | Genesis Horticulture
Acting as MC for the event was Jesse Clune of RMCG group.
The event was well attended with 15 growers and industry representatives on site.

 
Robert and Len opened the event with a presentation providing an introduction to IPDM,
common pest and diseases, and their management, which then transitioned into a scouting field
walk to take a practical look at the issues being faced by Gordon and the team at Brimstone
Waratahs. This provided an excellent opportunity for the participants to examine first hand some
specific disease and pest issues, and the control measures that could be utilised.
 
The event then proceeded with a presentation by Tony on chemical use and safe handling
practices, and how an integrated pest management approach can utilise chemical applications
as a control measure.
 
To further assist the growers, Garden City Plastics had kindly donated a number of 0.5 litre
measuring jugs which the growers were able to take away with them from the event.
 
The day concluded with a bbq and networking session. There are plans for additional workshops
in the next couple of months and these will be widely advertised.
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The National Vegetable Protected Cropping Centre
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