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Projects Update

Tony Bundock

On the 7th of November, PCA hosted the first of the National Horticulture Roadshow events in
Adelaide. The funding was gained after a tender process with the initial intent to run events in
Western Australia, South Australia and Queensland.

The original timetable was somewhat disrupted with the outbreak of Tomato Brown Rugose
Fruit Virus with growers being hesitant to attend events where there may have been the
potential for any cross contamination. However, with the outbreak issue having reached
something of a hold pattern, the decision was made to hold an event in Adelaide at a neutral
venue.

The event was scheduled to be held at Sneaky’s Restaurant in Angle Vale, and was widely
advertised through the PCA social media pages and a targeted email program using the
*‘Mailchimp’ program. This was all co-ordinated by administration assistant Jade Lewis.

The organisation of the event was largely run by PCA Industry Development Officer, Matt
Plunkett and PCA Project Officer, Tony Bundock. Rovensa Next and Muirs kindly sponsored the
event.

The proceedings started at 2:30pm and were hosted by Tony Bundock and PCA Director, Alastair
McLean.

The event also included the serving of finger food throughout the proceedings and the room set
out included two large tables running the length of the room.


https://u2306505.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOcsT1kcU-2B51MwN2KdotZxri7AXLF6rkzf7jPSS4HLxnWykt6kINUHYEynnqAgRZXXrjvIsljTxPdDUGHzpRGLREHSh-2Bkl0T4ithgU7bhpKdUbNyzzLEMChR0ljOT41E4V9WsGzocsimNne-2Fz9TBCfJKY63jKBMvG6I7-2FOXSGHUtgUFx-2FkLOPdLwAfve01TcmNHh4lWhutigQA2O4RcKssjFUWoNo7lMEIIGMy3GkLzfQ-2FEexdXIIhRd-2BueJPgCXT9RPEhUEPHzSvVGC5GcRlWjHo-3Dh8Yv_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJakeybirUIheZxXq0CxSvyb2zDSVic0E878vTjK8ALcSoRJwTtSAPXR-2FgoWCGacdRqOBupmBK-2FLici6cml88bKKhGatIrjG2-2BcXuc5-2Fd3W8SKD7Ey-2F37LRYCqCpFs24MsmsVWI-2FUMCVbZYCaD1RnR9sKbVQvjmkgJPcAFcWQ5riQg-2FaEJPFfnvsWB1-2BmuEbcRvsvSDKug6OnSrUNJFUVFQKa6nlmz8cSTunkC14kiYfBVqqXtkYDDMTKOXMc338rjWBqBOf1DuoauKSAuEmc6nUWAypRGhedntzrjHYdUmme6gzssaiz-2BYClwMeIBaiaIIg1mQeLDSA0zm-2F4MXERA2M-3D

A total of 53 delegates attended the event with a range of growers and trade representatives.
Tony provided an introduction to the event and acknowledged the National and local event
sponsors. The new PCA membership rates and the upcoming conference were also highlighted
and QR codes for membership and the conference were distributed across the tables to allow
delegates to scan the code and access details.

Alastair McClean acted as MC to start the more formal proceedings and our first speaker was Dr
Anita Marquart from Biological Services who provided a generic overview of the Integrated Pest
Management Process.

This was followed by a more in depth view of issues associated with IPM from Stephanus
Malherbe who also highlighted software that is available to assist growers in pest level
monitoring. Stephanus also introduced the Biobest Academy which is a great learning resource
for the principles and practices of Integrated Pest Management.

Following on from this we had Alastair Delooze from Denso presenting on current and emerging
technologies for the Protected Cropping Industry. Alastair highlighted a number of developments
that could be of potential use to the industry to assist in the IPM process.

The presentations were concluded with a grower panel hosted by Alastair McClean, and the
panel was made up of Paula Yoshicawa, Vyras Thach, and Andrew Braham. This allowed
everyone to hear first hand about generic issues impacting the individual growers as well as
their approach to Integrated Pest Management.

The day concluded at 5:30pm after what was a really informative and productive day.

"It was great to have so many delegates attend the event which provided such a great
opportunity for both knowledge transfer and networking. We are looking forward to presenting
more roadshow events across the country in the next six months."

said PCA Project Officer, Tony Bundock.

The next PCA / National Roadshow event is planned for Wednesday the 4th of December and
will be held at the Warragul Campus of Community College Gippsland. Speakers at the event will
include Channel 7 weather presenter Jane Bunn, who will highlight a bespoke weather
forecasting program. Additional presentations will include the use of drones for the application
of shade material on greenhouse roofs, the use of a web based platform for vegetable crop
sales, and a technology update for crop production.

Further details of the next event in Warragul can be found here.




DENSO

Cratuingthe Core

Basics of
Integrated Pest Management (IPM)




GROWER UPDATES

Did you know we have an Industry Advisory Council?
The Industry Advisory Council (IAC) meets every second month and is led by our
Deputy Chair, Andrew Mcllwain.

If you would like to hear more or become a part of this vital group, please get in touch with
us.

Tony Bundock

IAC

Tony Bundock currently works part time for PCA as the Project Officer. Tony comes from a
strong background in protected cropping and originally gained his Diploma in Horticulture from


mailto:admin@protectedcropping.net.au?subject=Industry%20Advisory%20Council&body=HiI'm%20interested%20to%20learn%20more%20about%20joining%20the%20Industry%20Advisory%20Council.

Writtle Agricultural College in the UK. After graduating Tony worked as an assistant manager at
a cut flower farm in the Lea Valley area. In 1990 Tony emigrated to Australia and became
involved in training, which eventually saw him become head of Department at Chisholm Institute
of TAFE and manage the colleges protected cropping training facility. Tony then spent five years
with Powerplants Australia as a trainer before starting his own training business — Genesis
Horticultural Solutions. Tony currently holds both the TAE training qualification and a First Class
Honours Master’s Degree in Education. Tony has also served on the board of PCA and was
Deputy Chair for a number of years.

Andrew Mcllwain
IAC Chair

On behalf of PCA, Andrew currently chairs the Industry Advisory Committee and resides as
Deputy Chair of PCA. Andrew made a career for himself operating glasshouses in Australia.
Specialising in growing specialty tomatoes, large truss tomatoes and baby cucumbers in semi
closed glasshouses. Starting at Sundrop Farms in 2016 as an assistant grower he then moved on
to head Green Camel’s operations as General Manager. Andrew switched from conventional
hydroponics to organic growing practices along the way, also adding to his skill set: raspberry &
blueberry cultivation and seedling propagation. He occasionally give guest lectures on Control
Environment Agriculture at Sydney Uni & Western Sydney Uni.

Awards:
Grower of the Year - Protected Cropping Australia 2022
Young Organic Leader of the Year - Australian Organic 2022
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5 m GIA conference -
headline speakers

announced!

Greenlife Industry Australia Conference

Learn More —

FEBRUARY

Sponsorship & Exhibitor Packages selling quickly ***
ryQuest International 2025 will be held 24-27 February 2025 at the Wrest
' Hotel Casino, Hobart including 2 days of farm tours to both north and sout

Iy growing regions.
conference offers a unique opportunity to promote your company and mark
1 products and services to growers, wholesalers, marketers, retailers,
rarchers, nursery, and allied trade suppliers across the Australian berry
istries.

V't miss out - secure your Sponsorship or Exhibitor package today online

ttps:/finkd.in/gwxtUikn

BerryQuest .'.
International .
24-27 February 2025

Wrest Point Hotel Casino, Hobart EUESFTI;L‘GE

BerryQuest International Packages

Learn More —
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Supporting
Association

AGENTIAL Al
AgBio

Join Al transformation in Agritech & Biotech

Undevstand and leverage Al to reduce labour, increase efficiencies,
enhance sales ond revenue for your business

( Register Now: agentialai.com )

SAVE $400
Use promo code:
PCAEBO1
fends Oct 3151

18] MAY 6.8, BITEC

2025 BANGKOK

AGENTIAL AI AgBio 2025 in Bangkok

Learn More —

DECEMBER

National Horticulture Roadshow

Notk
iy Homculhum

Fom
Fedaraton | Council

‘The National Horticulture Roadshow is an initiative to bring together industry experts, growers and the
community to share knowledge, showcase new technologies, celebrate the horticulture sector’s
achievements and foster growth in the industry.

UPCOMING EVENTS

WARRAGUL - 4 DECEMBER 2024

The Details

Protected Ci d
Victoria as part of The National
funded by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

be delivering
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Date - 4 December 2024
Time - 9:30AM - 12:30PM AEDT
Location - Community College Gippsland, 71 Korumburra - Warragul Road, Warragul

Event Highlights
9:00AM
- Registration for 9:30am start

- Welcome and overview of session (PCA)

by Channel 7 Jane B d Ellen Bowditch, on the use of

PCA NFF Hort Roadshow - Warragul

Learn More —

2024 - 2025
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AIPH International Horticultural Expos

Learn More —
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AI and Plant Science - Transforming Greenhouses

Learn More —
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Tendrils

Your monthly round-up of plant biosecurity news

Message from the CEO

Welcome to the October edition of Tendrils, where
once again Im excited to share new developments
and company news from the past month.

Read more about our recent Board meeting in
Perth, Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit virus (ToBRFV)
updates, congratulating two industry leaders on
their appointments, the EPPRD's 19th birthday, and
welcoming new PHA staff

The Plant Health Australia (PHA) Board travelled to
Perth, Western Australa, from 17~ 19 September to
convene for Board Meeting 116 and attend plant

PHAS Member Meetings wil be held in Canberra
from 26-27 November, both in-person and online.
‘The Notice of the meeting will be sent to all
Members very soon. Please ensure your
‘organisatioris contact detais are up to date and
register your attendance through the meeting.
requests and links provided.

biosecuritysite vsits. Read more

Board Meeting 17 wil be held at PHAS office in
Canberra, Australian Capital Teritory, on Thursday,
28 November 2024,

Plant Health Australia - Tendrils Newsletter

Learn More —

RESEARCH

Top Performers and Consu
Favorites From the Univers
Tennessee Jackson Garde

By Greenhouse Grower staff | November 6, 2024
e

Note: Information for this trials report was provided by Jason Reeves,

and Camille Sikes, Research Assistant, at the University of Tennessee

Top Performers & Consumer Favourites

Learn More —
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from Hort Americas

F /e Tips Bl

Far-Red in

Horticulture®

The Use Of Far-Red Light In Horticulture

Learn More —

RESEARCH

How does an Al actually work?
R e e

November 25, 2024

Recently a farmer approached us wanting a device that would determine if &
watermelon is ripe. His pickers are sending immature fruit to the packing hc
which is then going to waste. We proposed using a small camera mounted 1
each picker's wrist which uses “Al" to determine if the fruit is mature enougt
pick.

The farmer gave us an image of a piece of immature, and mature fruit by wa
an example.

Paul Voutier - How Does AI Actually Work?

Learn More —

TENDER
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View in browser

Request for Tender innovation

Request for Proposal: Optimising protected
cherry production

Hort Innovation is seeking a suitably qualified, experienced and capable delivery
partner for the project: Optimising protected cherry production (CY24004).

The objectives of the services being sought are to understand the optimal growing
practices across multiple regions and across a variety of systems to achieve
commercial yields of large, firm fruit.

Hort Innovation has prepared a Request for Proposal (RFP) document that provides
background information, outlines the scope of services, the procurement process and
the information required from interested parties.

The RFP may be downloaded from www.tenders.net (you will need to be a member of
tenders.net to access this information).

The closing date for responses is December 23, 2024 3:00 PM (AEDT).

www.horticulture.com.au

o © O

Hort Innovation - Request For Tender
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TOBRFV

View this em:

PIRSA

your browser

26 November 2024

Industry update: Tomato brown rugose fruit
virus response in South Australia

The Department of Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA)
continues to respond to the detection of Tomato brown rugose fruit
virus (ToBRFV) in the Northern Adelaide Plains.

Update to National Response Plan

National agreement has now been achieved on the National Response Plan to
eradicate TOBRFV.

The Plan not only provides a clear approach to a return to trade for impacted South
Australian tomato, capsicum and chilli growers but also the process for ToBRFV
eradication within affected premises.

The Response Plan was developed by PIRSA in conjunction with other state and
territory, and industry representatives on the national Consultative Committee on
Emergency Plant Pests (CCEPP). It carefully balances the need to eradicate the
disease while ensuring that the disease does not spread further while also ensuring

a safe and measured retum to trade for affected businesses.

The Plan details the destruction and decontamination process affected businesses

PIRSA ToBRFV Update To National Response Plan
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Solenopsis invicta

Suspension of turf supply from the QLD fire ant
infested area
The NSW Government has taken immediate action to mitigate the risk of fire ant

movements into NSW by placing a temporary suspension of turf movements from
QLD fire ant infested areas into ANY part of NSW.

The swift response follows the interception of fire ant infested turf at Clunes, near
Byron Bay last Wednesday.

From Friday 15 November, turf importation from the QLD fire ant infested area will
be pending further i igations and i work.

Investigations continue; however, initial enquiries revealed the supplier involved in
the recent interception produced all the required documentation for the Clunes turf
delivery.

Since December 2023, over 762 record of movement declarations have been made
for turf alone, documenting the movement of over 1.1 million m2 of turf into NSW.

The published Bi (Fire Ant) Order (No. 15) 2024 on
15 November 2024, including the temporary condition on turf. This supersedes
Biosecurity (Fire Ant) Emergency Order (No. 14) published on 12 November 2024.

Enr mara infarmatinn ar if vuniiua caan siienant ante visit i dni new aey aifira.

Biosecurity Response - Red Imported Fire Ant
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Vegetable growers in Australia’s gle
deploy 'good bugs' to reduce pestici

ByKateHiggins ~ ABCRural  Agricultural Pest Control

Thu 10 Oct

These tomatoes are protected by a small army of bugs. (ABC North and West SA: Kate Higgir

In short:

Bugs For Bugs In The Adelaide Plains

Learn More —
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