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Welcome to the November edition of Growing Undercover.

The year is flying by, and it has been a busy month for PCA working on a range of initiatives and
programs for our members.

Our last webinar for the year was delivered by the team at Macquarie University this week on
Serpentine Leaf Miner management. Our webinars have been very popular and will continue
next year.

PCA would also love to hear from our growers on what gaps exist in the minor use permit
program. Whilst many other associations consult on this matter on behalf of their growers, PCA
can also advocate and pass on valuable knowledge to other associations and Hort Innovation.
This is an area that our Industry Advisory Council will be focussing on next year.

Project Manager Tony Bundock has been busy working on several projects in the Education &
Training space including a visit to Apex Greenhouses in Virginia South Australia. This state-of-
the-art training and research facility is a great asset to our industry and PCA plan to run short
courses tailored to protected cropping there in 2026.

PCA have also discussed delivering further training programs with the team at Applied
Horticulture Research (AHR) all around Australia. In exciting news, Tony Bundock can now
deliver basic chemical training courses around Australia tailored to the needs of protected
cropping growers.
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A tender has been released by Hort Innovation entitled “Smart Energy in Protected Cropping:
Reducing Costs and Emissions.” Labour and energy are undoubtedly two of the biggest costs
faced by our growers and PCA are committed to finding solutions to these ongoing challenges.
This project will investigate alternatives to gas, identify and trial cost effective scalable energy
solutions, investigate approaches for Carbon Dioxide capture/production and ensure that these
solutions are economically viable.

On a recent trip to the North Coast region of NSW, there is still significant growth in the berry
and vegetable industries. Many growers are trialling different summer cropping options and
niche crops that yield potentially better returns than traditional low-tech summer crops such as
cucumbers. The move from soil-based systems into substrate production in the berry category
has been remarkable and continues as growers seek higher yields coupled with better genetics
and improved fruit size and quality.

Have a great month and stay safe.
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

stected Cropping Australia are seeking expressions of interest from PCA members who would
keen to participate in a study tour trip that would take in a visit to the Greentech 2026 expo
d key industry and farm sites in the Westland area of the Netherlands. The event itself is
ning to provide an insight into the latest technologies and developments in the protected
»pping industry.

 Greentech event is in itself - massive! With some 550 trade stands and a packed lecture
sgram, the event s certain to provide interest for all growers. For more details on the
zentech itself, please feel free to visit the link shown to provide more insight into this event -
ps://youtu.be/SS16-13dUT8

tial discussions have revealed strong support from key industry players to facilitate site and
neric industry visits. These companies include Rijk Zwaan, Priva and Grodan to name but a
v. We anticipate that the tour would be based around the Amsterdam region to facilitate ease
access to the Greentech and also nrovide a central meetina noint for the tours. Once we: hav

Greentech & NL Industry Tour 2026 EOI
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End-of-yea
Networking
Event

FFS - End Of Year Networking Event
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Course: Lighting in greenhouses
and vertical farms

Lighting In Greenhouses & Vertical Farms

Learn More —
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Welcome to the latest newsletter from the Berries Australia team for
2025

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you in touch with important news about R&D occurring in your
industry, as el as ensure that you are informed in a timely way about changes to employment law,
workplace health & safety, upcoming events and other information necessary to help you to run your berry
business effectively.

A new mode of
action for resistance
management.

Berries Australia - The Burst November 2025

Learn More —
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Home > News > Timelines for decisions on chemical reconsiderations > Tj

Timelines for decisions o

26 November 2025

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) ha

The P! y Decision on anti llant rodenticides will be
We have completed all assessments of the 8 active ingredients captured k
assessments.

The Final Regulatory Decisions on paraquat and diquat will be handed dc
expected prior to the end of this year. This has been deferred following th
recent study.

Timelines For Decisions On Chemical Reconsiderations

Learn More —
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Kabita Kurunju

Master of Science, 2025

Protected Cropping Australia Scholarship for
Emerging Leaders in Protected Cropping

Kabita Kurunju - PCA Scholarship Garduate
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A snapshot of farm waste

ﬂ Australian agriculture, fisheries

pre-farm gate waste in 2025, co
« 16.1 million tonnes of organ

« 97,500 tonnes of plastic mat
fisheries)

« 159,000 tonnes of workshog
waste materials).

This interactive dashbaard expli

across the following sectors in 2

Pre-Farm Gate Waste Data Dashboard

Learn More —
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Adopting IPM - P

Home / General, Melons, Vegetabl

x
Adopting IPM - Principles & Practices

Discover the essentials of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) with Andy Rylan
Consulting) in this adopting IPM webinar. Learn how adopting these principle
approach to pest control in vegetable and melon cultivation. Whether you are
your current practices, this session will equip you with valuable insights and ¢

) Adopting IPM = Principles & Practice
Identification Aids
« Hand lens

« Ute Guides

« Online Id guides

* Apps

« Industry fact sheets

Adopting IPM - Principles & Practices

Learn More —

GRANTS
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Queensland
Grants and
Loans

)

Queensland Low Interest Grants & Loans

Learn More —
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WWW.FLORACULTUREINTERNATIONAL.COM
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