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UPDATES

New Membership System & Categories

Grower Individual, and Grower Corporate

Members, donʼt forget to log in and ensure all your details are up to date! Take some time to explore the
new platform and discover the exciting features weʼve introduced.

For our subscribers, be sure to check out our newly updated membership options and find the one that
best suits your needs!

If you havenʼt received your login details via email or if you have any questions, please donʼt hesitate to
contact us at: admin@protectedcropping.net.au

JOIN NOW LOG IN

Behind The Scenes
Julie Krieger

We are excited to introduce our brand new
membership categories for growers: Grower
Individual and Grower Corporate.  This initiative is
designed to ensure we reduce any barriers to
membership  so that we can hear, and represent
more voices from the sector. These categories bring
significantly reduced fees: Individual growers can
now join for just $50 p/a, while corporate growers
can secure their membership - inclusive of up to 5
employees under the one membership - for $220

The recent ToBRFV (Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit
Virus) challenge has highlighted the importance of
having strong representation. The more growers we
have on board, the louder and more influential our
voice becomes when it comes to tackling key issues
and advancing policies that benefit the entire
sector.

With your membership, youʼll also have the
opportunity to engage in community discussions
via our new online forum, collaborate on solutions,

https://protectedcropping.net.au/become-a-member/
https://protectedcropping.member365.com/sharingnetwork/


p/a.  Existing grower members will automatically
have their fees amended at next renewal.

By joining PCA, youʼll gain access to exclusive
resources, including the latest industry updates,
technical advice, networking opportunities, and
training programs. More importantly, youʼll be part
of a collective voice that advocates for growers
across Australia.

and shape the future of protected cropping in
Australia. Together, we can ensure the
sustainability, growth, and protection of our
industry.

Now is the time to get involved! Take advantage of
these reduced membership fees and join PCA as we
work to represent and strengthen the grower
community.

Projects
Tony Bundock

On Thursday the 10th of October, PCA joined forces
with the Victorian Hydroponic Farmers Federation
(HFF) to host a Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus
grower information day. The event was hosted by
Agriculture Victoria at the AgriBio centre in
Bundoora, Melbourne. The day was well attended
and included a ʻbehind the scenesʼ tour of the
research facility and the current work being
undertaken there. This was led by Dr Fiona
Constable and Prof Brendan Rodoni.

Following the tour the participants were treated to
some very informative presentations which
included the following:
- Update on the ToBRFV response – Dr Stephen
Dibley
- ToBRFV – Biology, prevention and overseas
outbreaks – Dr Fiona Constable 
- Tomato Potato Psyllid area freedom response –
Lavinia Zimsak
- ToBRFV awareness session, overseas experiences,
hygiene best practice and seed development –
Darren Wood (Bayer)

PCA Chair Andrew Tout was on hand to provide
feedback on the latest industry awareness and
response, which included an update on the PCA
application to join Plant Health Australia and the
deed development.

“Itʼs always great to have direct interaction with
our members and the wider Industry, and running
this event in partnership with the HFF was a very
positive stepʼ said Andrew. 

“Although our organizations are slightly di�erent
in that the HFF is state based and the PCA is
National, on these matters itʼs really great to see
that we work as oneʼ said HFF President John
Elford.

The event was also live streamed to allow interstate
members to participate in the information sessions.

https://pca2025.com/


GROWER UPDATES

Did you know we have an Industry Advisory Council?
The Industry Advisory Council (IAC) meets every second month and is led by our

Deputy Chair, Andrew McIlwain.
If you would like to hear more or become a part of this vital group, please get in touch with us.

Angus Murray
IAC

With over seven years of experience in the cannabis
industry and fi�een in horticulture, Angus is a
cultivation manager at Cann Group, Australia's first
licensed producer of medicinal cannabis. Angus
oversees the cropping schedule, glasshouse
environmental controls and irrigation strategies.
With his team at Cann Group Mildura, Angus
delivers year-round production of cannabis plants,
through to finished flower, in compliance with
regulatory and environmental standards. Angus is
also involved in commercial phase breeding line
assessment and genetic improvement of cannabis
varieties. Using cutting-edge techniques and
technologies in a world class hybrid semi-closed
glasshouse Angus is passionate about everything
people, plants, and procedure in controlled
environment agriculture.
https://angus-murray.carrd.co/

https://pca2025.com/
https://pca2025.com/
mailto:admin@protectedcropping.net.au?subject=Industry%20Advisory%20Council&body=Hi%0A%0AI%27m%20interested%20to%20learn%20more%20about%20joining%20the%20Industry%20Advisory%20Council.
https://angus-murray.carrd.co/


Josh Pirrone
IAC

Josh Pirrone is the Production Manager at Pirrone
Brothers - a family run business in Ayr, North
Queensland. A portion of the business moved into
Greenhouse farming 6 years ago and have enjoyed
the journey since. To this day, the brothers pride
themselves on delivering you top quality
vegetables with a great deal of passion and e�ort.
Pirrone Brothers now grow multiple vegetable lines
such as zucchini, eggplant, capsicum and
cucumber, and look to develop great relationships
with their customers and local community. 

EVENTS

FEBRUARY

BerryQuest
International Packages

Learn more →

FEBRUARY

Greenlife Conference -
Early Bird Tickets

Learn more →

NOVEMBER

NFF Hort Roadshow -
Adelaide

Learn more →

FEBRUARY OCTOBER MAY

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/berries-australia_sponsorship-exhibitor-packages-selling-activity-7206430003582963712-CowP/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://nectarcc.eventsair.com/greenlife-industry-conference-2025
https://mailchi.mp/b58e81a1e89e/the-nff-hort-roadshow-is-coming-to-adelaide


Greenlife Industry
Australia Conference

Learn more →

Webinar - Level Up
Hort Pro�tability

Learn more →

AGENTIAL AI AgBio
2025 in Bangkok

Learn more →

NOVEMBER

Rethink Food Challenge
- Register

Learn more →

INFORMATION

NATIONAL

RESOURCE RESOURCE RESOURCES

https://mailchi.mp/greenlifeindustry/gianewsaugust24-17393585?e=7022882e98
https://mailchi.mp/e8c1412222ee/webinar-wednesday
https://protectedcropping.net.au/exclusive-aud-400-discount-for-agential-ai-agbio-2025-in-bangkok/
https://www.rethinkfoodchallenge.nl/register


New Horticulture Food
Safety Standards

Learn more →

QFVG - 30% Off For
PCA Members

Learn more →

PCA Hygeine &
Information Resources

Learn more →

NEWS

Tomato Exports to NZ
Suspened

Learn more →

NEWS

PCA Update -
26/09/2024

Learn more →

NEWS

The Burst Newsletter -
September 2024

Learn more →

COURSE NEWS NEWS

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/food-standards-australia-new-zealand_new-primary-production-and-processing-standards-activity-7243862883262984192-CQsW?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://mcusercontent.com/698044cd3023b3a0ca7561572/images/1665a530-dcfb-78dd-a4de-df11dd8f9652.png
https://mailchi.mp/a5436104a427/announcement-tobrfv-14172959
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/export/controlled-goods/plants-plant-products/ian/2024/2024-54
https://protectedcropping.net.au/wp-content/uploads/Update-ToBRFV-Biosecurity-Response-open-Letter85.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/berries/the-burst-september-24


PHA Mobile Pest
Reporting Course

Learn more →

Greentech New
LinkedIn Newsletter

Learn more →

Greenhouse of 2040 -
Sustainable Innovation

Learn more →

NEWS

Agriculture VIC
Biosecurity Update

Learn more →

NEWS

APVMA Final
Regulatory Decision -
Chlorpyrifos

Learn more →

RESOURCE

NSW - Workplace
Mental Health Training

Learn more →

NEWS NEWS NEWS

https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/pha-launches-mobile-friendly-pest-reporting-course-for-growers-on-the-go/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/greentech-rai_newsletter-linkedinnewsletter-horticulture-activity-7246885023730077696-LkBw?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/greenhousehorticulture-wur_energietransition-fossilfree-greenhousehorticulture-activity-7249406073378410496-A6uu?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://mcusercontent.com/436ad6b81050d06eb1e1e590d/files/1f60a99b-12dd-de70-e3fb-1e586fe5883a/2024_08_ToBRV.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/qfvg/final-regulatory-decision-chlorpyrifos?e=1b5008efdd
https://view.comms.service.nsw.gov.au/?qs=8e106d48ee41930457fe04e6517a57a6c6e0edf5aaefb33b5a5260dfdf5b345f71f2d45813267447ed676ec59d7bee951911b80908c172ba33736269552ace2b2424bfa05fa3592bf6ecfa746f6e9262


NSW Government
Biosecurity Update

Learn more →

Bumble Bees In
Tasmania

Learn more →

Berry & Grape Growers
Ebrace The Latest Tech

Learn more →

RESOURCE

Level Up Your Farming
Business

Learn more →

NEWS

Grower Saves $6,000
On Energy Costs

Learn more →

RESEARCH

Supporting Wild
Pollinators In PC

Learn more →

NEWS NEWS NEWS

https://mailchi.mp/633c9bba086b/announcement-tobrfv-14173823
https://www.horticulture.com.au/hort-innovation/news-events/media-releases/2024/high-tech-spy-gear-to-uncover-the-secrets-of-bumble-bees-in-tasmania/#msdynttrid=rDdv_sEkzN2QtmaNN-pkRU8hBR6ZrPJrB9-pfdpfSys
https://www.horticulture.com.au/hort-innovation/news-events/media-releases/2024/revolutionising-farm-labour-berry-and-grape-growers-embrace-the-latest-tech/#msdynttrid=fPps6Ys_Jp_yl4r-hB2GytPGU0l_B1mRbGNv4E89AzQ
https://mcusercontent.com/436ad6b81050d06eb1e1e590d/files/c645940e-209f-09fc-25d9-769369b9bf24/LevelUpHort_WeeklyNews_22082024_V2.pdf
https://protectedcropping.net.au/provenance-propagation-set-to-save-6000-on-energy-costs/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/future-food-systems_supporting-wild-pollinators-in-protected-activity-7251794502711955457-S_jw?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop


PIRSA ToBRFV
Biosecurity Update

Learn more →

Protecting Cherries
From Adverse Climates

Learn more →

Global Farms - Join For
Free Today

Learn more →

MEMBER ADVERTISEMENTS

AIPH - FLORACULTURE INTERNATIONAL

https://mailchi.mp/sa.gov.au/tomato-brown-rugose-fruit-virus-tobrfv-industry-update-13548034?e=fc870adde3
https://extensionaus.com.au/agtech/protecting-cherries-from-adverse-climate-conditions/
https://protectedcropping.net.au/connect-with-international-buyers-on-global-farms-join-for-free-today/


CHOICE ENERGY PARTNERS WITH PCA

https://aiph.org/floraculture/latest-edition/?utm_source=FCI+Partner&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=PCA+FCI+Magazine


QFVG - 30% OFF FOR PCA MEMBERS

HAIFA - DOWN UNDER NEWSLETTER

AGENTIAL AI AGBIO - EXLCUSIVE PCA MEMBER $400

DISCOUNT

https://protectedcropping.net.au/provenance-propagation-set-to-save-6000-on-energy-costs/
https://mcusercontent.com/698044cd3023b3a0ca7561572/images/1665a530-dcfb-78dd-a4de-df11dd8f9652.png
https://bit.ly/DUed27


https://mcusercontent.com/698044cd3023b3a0ca7561572/images/1665a530-dcfb-78dd-a4de-df11dd8f9652.png
https://mcusercontent.com/698044cd3023b3a0ca7561572/images/1665a530-dcfb-78dd-a4de-df11dd8f9652.png
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