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Call For PCA Board Members
We are seeking expressions of interest from those keen to join the Protected Cropping Australia (PCA)
Board! A vacancy will soon be available, and we encourage anyone interested to reach out. If you are
passionate about PCA and have specific areas of interest or skills that you believe could benefit the

board, we’d love to hear from you.

To apply, please email Julie with:
- Your areas of interest and focus for PCA

- The skillsets you could bring to the Board

Deadline for expressions of interest: 11/10/24
eo@protectedcropping.net.au

IDO Update
Matt Plunkett

Over the last few months, the Conference
Committee together with All Occasions Group
(AOG) have been working hard planning the next
PCA conference to be held at the Adelaide
Convention Centre from the 28-30 July 2025.   This
exciting not to be missed event is a great
opportunity to share, connect and learn with your
industry colleagues. 

The theme of next years conference is “Growing
Profitably and Sustainably.” It will feature a range of
presentations and panel discussions on current
trends here in Australia but also what is happening
overseas. Whilst the major focus of recent

A range of thought-provoking panels will keep you
entertained and like Hort Connections, the
Committee are looking at introducing a networking
breakfast on the Tuesday morning to inspire
delegates in addition to the ever-popular farm tours
on the Thursday.

The first day of the conference will offer training
and the exhibition space will feature and Ag Tech
alley and networking lounge.   PCA will also be
running buses to and from Virginia throughout the
conference and marketing material is being
developed to assist the allied trade with promotion
of the event.

mailto:eo@protectedcropping.net.au?subject=EOI%20-%20Board%20Vacancy&body=


conferences has been on sustainability, it is also
important to look at ways to run your business
more efficiently and profitably. The popular grower
streams will return with a range of practical and
insightful talks to be given by industry experts.

PCA have been building strong connections with a
range of industry groups and partners including
AUSVEG SA, Berries Australia, Regional
Development Australia, Nursery & Garden Industry
SA, Ironwood Institute & the Northern Adelaide
Plains Food Cluster to name a few.

In exciting news, PCA are partnering with the SA
Produce Market to highlight all that the South
Australian horticulture industry has to offer as part
of the exhibition space, and encourage any
companies and corporate partners considering
becoming a Naming Rights sponsor to reach out.

In the coming weeks, the Expression of Interest will
go out for speakers and presenters wishing to share
their knowledge and work. In addition, the
Exhibition and Sponsorship prospectus is nearing
completing and will also be released soon.

Some of the themes for presentations will
include, but notlimited to:
- Ag tech (including the application of AI & Robotics)
- Grower stream
- Labour efficiency
- Pollination
- Integrated Pest & Disease Management
- Biosecurity
- Irrigation and Climate control
- Nutrient Management
- Food Safety
- Marketing and supply chain
- Emerging crops

Due to popular demand, the Committee have
agreed to sponsor 150 free grower passes with first
preference given to PCA Grower financial members,
followed by an allocation to PCA Corporate
partners.

Our students are also encouraged to attend and
PCA will again be partnering with the Australian
Society of Horticultural Science(AUSHS) to facilitate
their involvement.

As PCA moves to a more functional and interactive
online training and membership platform, all
growers are encouraged to take advantage of the
new grower membership categories and bundles
which includes 2 years of membership and a free
conference registration.

Stay tuned for further details in the coming weeks
and please visit the website for further information
which can be found here:

Home- PCA2025

Until next month, happy growing and stay safe.

GROWER UPDATES

Did you know we have an Industry Advisory Council?
The Industry Advisory Council (IAC) meets every second month and is led by our

Deputy Chair, Andrew McIlwain.
If you would like to hear more or become a part of this vital group, please get in touch with us.

https://pca2025.com/
https://pca2025.com/
mailto:admin@protectedcropping.net.au?subject=Industry%20Advisory%20Council&body=Hi%0A%0AI%27m%20interested%20to%20learn%20more%20about%20joining%20the%20Industry%20Advisory%20Council.


Job Roskam
IAC

Job was born on a flower farm and has experienced
  a long history of working in the horticulture
industry. The first 15 years of his working life he was
a flower grower in the Netherlands (growing
gerberas, breeding new varieties, and propagating
plants). In 2000 he moved with his family to
Melbourne, Australia and started Roskam Young
Plants (supplier of plants and horticultural
products).  In 2011 Roskam Young Plants became a
dealer of Royal Brinkman, and early 2015 he setup a
branch of Brinkman Australia. Since July 2019 Job
is semi-retired but still active as a greenhouse
consultant and horticultural supplier (Gerbera cups
and Multigrow rockwool). His hobbies include
cycling and traveling.

EVENTS

FEBRUARY

BerryQuest

International Packages

Learn more →

FEBRUARY

Greenlife Conference -

Early Bird Tickets

Learn more →

MAY

Agential AI AgBio -

Super Early Bird

Tickets

Learn more →

OCTOBER OCTOBER SEPTEMBER

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/berries-australia_sponsorship-exhibitor-packages-selling-activity-7206430003582963712-CowP/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://nectarcc.eventsair.com/greenlife-industry-conference-2025
https://protectedcropping.net.au/pca-proudly-supports-agential-ai-agbio-2025/


Webinar - Nanobubbles

in Agriculture

Learn more →

Webinar -

Transforming

Strawberry Cultivation

Learn more →

GFVG - Tricks of the

Trade Masterclasses

Learn more →

OCTOBER

AusVeg - Horticulture

Visa Options Webinar

Learn more →

FEBRUARY

Greenlife Industry

Australia Conference

Learn more →

INFORMATION

NATIONAL

NEWS SUPPORT RESOURCES

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_I8Do2W4DSBSaw7zD73zNcA#/registration
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/fe1276c7-1bc0-4e64-b963-892fa46f73c3@1c9bf801-5ddc-474f-ad13-271219b68c61
https://mailchi.mp/qfvg/online-sessions-announced-negotiation-tactics-masterclass?e=1b5008efdd
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/b5bd65e7-92a6-4075-b9de-fe8a7c79342c@7830de5e-dd99-488f-b367-c7916f83c586
https://mailchi.mp/greenlifeindustry/gianewsaugust24-17393585?e=7022882e98


Robocrop Will Soon Be

In Use In Australia

Learn more →

Fresh Produce Safety

Centre Helpdesk

Learn more →

National Construction

Code - Tutor Videos

Learn more →

NEWS

Implementing Effective

Biosecurity Practices

Learn more →

NEWS

Biosecurity Response -

Red Imported Fire Ant

Learn more →

NEWS

NSW -  Businness Debt

Support

Learn more →

RESOURCE NEWS RESOURCE

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/robocrop-soon-use-uk-australia-portugal-habib-lahkak-y4pwe/?trackingId=jJQ7ckBUQFOwqIEnL6oMAg%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/fresh-produce-safety-centre-australia-new-zealand_fpscanz-helpdesk-freshproducesafety-ugcPost-7241324556303396864-jY7H?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/national-construction-code_understanding-fire-safety-in-the-ncc-activity-7241626970545889280-xn1X?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/plant-health-aus_people-vehicles-equipment-farm-biosecurity-activity-7242298975091884033-ZUB4?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://dpi.cmail20.com/t/y-e-mhjduhd-diujhkkljh-x/
https://view.comms.service.nsw.gov.au/?qs=46e6e694a81271bc3233fe08cdfa58e7dbeafb4c7a06aa24cfb242ef2d24ae1e0cfa8aef884ac27809073f53ea072de8d0b2f4ef6fe63e6e90e84936522851c876cfc0c43b5f5e0d8ed891dc3d71afa0ff337f168e9b7e0d


New Horticulture Food

Safety Standards

Learn more →

Fully Automated

Greenhouse in Virginia

Learn more →

QFVG - 30% Off For

PCA Members

Learn more →

TOMATO BROWN RUGOSE FRUIT VIRUS (ToBRFV)

RESOURCES

PCA Hygeine &

Information Resources

Learn more →

NEWS

Agriculture VIC

Biosecurity Update

Learn more →

NEWS

Tomato Exports to NZ

Suspened

Learn more →

NEWS NEWS

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/food-standards-australia-new-zealand_new-primary-production-and-processing-standards-activity-7243862883262984192-CQsW?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.hortidaily.com/article/9661822/fully-automated-greenhouse-opens-in-virginia/?utm_medium=email
https://mcusercontent.com/698044cd3023b3a0ca7561572/images/1665a530-dcfb-78dd-a4de-df11dd8f9652.png
https://mailchi.mp/a5436104a427/announcement-tobrfv-14172959
https://mcusercontent.com/436ad6b81050d06eb1e1e590d/files/1f60a99b-12dd-de70-e3fb-1e586fe5883a/2024_08_ToBRV.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/export/controlled-goods/plants-plant-products/ian/2024/2024-54


NSW Government

Biosecurity Update

Learn more →

PCA Update -

26/09/2024

Learn more →

MEMBER ADVERTISEMENTS

AIPH - FLORACULTURE INTERNATIONAL

https://mailchi.mp/633c9bba086b/announcement-tobrfv-14173823
https://protectedcropping.net.au/wp-content/uploads/Update-ToBRFV-Biosecurity-Response-open-Letter85.pdf


CHOICE ENERGY PARTNERS WITH PCA

https://aiph.org/floraculture/latest-edition/?utm_source=FCI+Partner&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=PCA+FCI+Magazine


QFVG - 30% OFF FOR PCA MEMBERS
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