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Matt Plunkett

Welcome to the September edition of Growing Undercover.

It has been a warm dry start to spring across many of our growing regions and the industry is
preparing for an extremely hot summer.

It has been a busy month within PCA on a range of targeted activities including a membership
drive and increasing our presence and visibility on social media. Advocacy is a key part of what
PCA do and your membership ensures your voices are heard. I encourage anyone who is not a
financial member to join or put your hand up for one of our committees. It is extremely
rewarding to support and give back to the sector to help shape the future of our industry.

This month, PCA progressed several key initiatives across advocacy, training, and
industry development .

PCA met with the Australian Building Codes Board to advance work on concessions within the
National Construction Code. While this is a long-term project, a targeted advocacy campaign will
soon begin to help move this forward.

Board nominations have now closed, and all financial members are encouraged to vote and help
shape the future leadership of PCA. Alongside this, Tony Bundock has been developing new
training resources for members on the Member365 platform, and PCA is actively seeking funding
to deliver national roadshows and training events. Members or partners interested in sponsoring
these activities are invited to contact the team.

PCA has also partnered with Hort Innovation to apply for funding to support up to 10



levy-paying vegetable growers to attend the Greentech study tour in Holland next year.
Expressions of interest and sponsorship enquiries can be directed to Tony Bundock at
projects@protectedcropping.net.au.

Our webinar program recommences in October, and planning for the PCA Conference is well
underway. Conference details and registration information can be found at:
www.pca2027.com.au Please note that submissions for abstracts for the PCA 2027 conference
close on the 31st of October.

Until next time, have a great month and stay safe.
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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS NOW OPEN

PROGRAM &

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

Share your expertise at PCA2027. Submit an abstract for an oral, poster, panel, or innovation

spotlight presentation.

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS TIMELINE:

1 July 2026: Call for Abstracts Opens

31 October 2026: Abstract submissions Close
Mid November 2026: Outcome Notification
November 2026: Preliminary Program Announced
28 February 2027: Speaker Registration Deadline
April 2027: Full Program Released

Learn More —
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all about connection! Global connections for regional impact: whatever your plans fc
rest of 2026, we can help get you connected. If you're travelling, reach out before yo

p on the plane!

A, in ip with Hort Innovation, invites ications for the inau istraliar
wer Study Tour to Florida this October, closing 10 July 2026. The program will be h
17 October 2026, and will include an opportunity to attend the Global Produce and
al Show. The program will develop leadership capability through international
agement, offering exposure to innovation, technology, and global supply chains.

ited to 10 ici from the i i value chain, the program will
ngthen i industry ip, global { and i {

project (LP25002) is funded through Hort Innovation Frontiers with co-investment from IFPA and
ributions from the Australian Government.

Global Events for IFPA Members
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Hort Business
Summit 2026

Fri 20 November

Storey Hall, RMIT University

Save The Date - Hort Business Summit 2026

Learn More —
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lyplant & Garden Middle East has opened a new chapter for the global

ireen industry. In Dubai, i i and

nternational networking came together to create a unique event for the
vorldwide floriculture and nursery market, as well as for the future of

andscape and urban sustainability.

he success of the first edition — the only exhibition in the Middle East

ledicated to landscape and ornamental greenery — was made possible

Myplant & Garden Middle East

Learn More —

JUNE
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ISHS Greensys 2027 - Abstracts Closing Soon
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Vertifarm 2027 - January - February In Ghent, Belgium
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Strawberry Biosecurity Workshop:
Farm Bi ity for of Soil Borne Diseases of
Strawberries: Turning it up to 11!

Wednesday 30 September Tlam-1pm AE!
Ningi, SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND

ort .  STRAWBERRY oY% berries
novation FUND '®° AUSTRALIA

D: BIOSECURITY ROADSHOW (SEQ)

£ T R T

)SECURITY ROADSHOW: FARM BIOSECURITY FOR MANAGI
IL BORNE DISEASES OF STRAWBERRIES - TURNING IT UP

Inesday 20 September 2026 | 11:00 am-1:00 pm | Queensland Berries, Saint Roa

ictical farm bi ity for Q land strawberry grow

1wellis your farm protected against the spread of soil-borne disease?

this free Biosecurity Roadshow workshop for practical information on strengtheni
ecurity and managing soil-borne diseases in strawberry production.

workshop will focus on practical steps growers can apply on their own farms to red
: and imnrava tha manacement of snil-harna dicaaca

Strawberry Biosecurity Workshop

Learn More —
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Update in GH1 At Family Fresh Farms

Learn More —
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Tendrils

Your monthly round-up of plant biosecurity news

PlantFealth

Message from the CEO

Welcome to the August edition of Tendrils and
National Biosecurity Week 2026, This year's theme,
Planning ahead helps protect what matters, serves
asa reminder that strong biosecurity starts long
before an emergency occurs

‘This month, | reflect on key preparedness initiatives
for the coffee and vegetable industries,
enhancements to AUSPestCheck® and the
importance of these activities in continuing to build
preparedness and intelligence across Australia's
plant biosecurity system.

Safeguarding

Oriry
Australia together WEEK

2430 August 2026

5 of awarene
fays of action.

PHA - Tendrils Newsletter August 2026

Learn More —
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Australian horticulture sets sights on $7 billion export future

Australia's horticulture industry aims to double the value of exports to $7 billion by 2031

The export ambition forms part of Hort Innovation's newly launched Strategy 2031.
Developed through extensive consultation with growers and industry stakeholders, the
strategy sets a long-term direction for investment in productivity, innovation, market access
and grower capabiliy.

Hort Innovation GEO Brett Fifield said export growth emerged as one of the strongest themes
from more than 1000 conversations with growers and industry stakeholders during the
development of the strategy.

“Our strategy reflects those collective priorities. Australian horticulture has an incredible story
to tell, and the world is increasingly recognising the quality, safety and sustainability of the
produce our growers deliver,” Mr Fifield said.

“Reaching $7 billion in exports by 2031 is ambitious, but Australian horticulture has shown
what's possible when the industry works towards a shared goal. This is an opportunity to
unlock the next phase of growth.”

Fresh horticulture exports reached a record $3.5 billion in 2024/25, increasing 13 per cent in
asingle year and 126 per cent over the past decade. The new target would require that
momentum to continue for the next five years.

Mr Fifield said growing export opportunities would create more commercial options for
growers and strengthen the long-term competitiveness of Australian horticulture.

“Export growth is ultimately about creating more opportunities for growers. More demand for
Australian produce means more market options, stronger returns and a more resilient
industry,” Mr Fifield said.

Australian Horticulture Sets Sights On $7B Export Future

Learn More —
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Seven practical takeaways from Canada’s
greenhouse sector

“This has been the biggest game changer in the sector for as long as | can remember:

That was how Guido van het Hof, President of Great Northern Hydroponics in Ontario
Canada, described tomato brown rugose fruit virus during a recent Protected Croppil
Australia webinar hosted in partnership with Achmea Farm Insurance and Hagelunie
the global horticulture insurer within the Achmea group.

Drawing on experience across Canada and the Netherlands, Guido shared first-hand
lessons on virus management, trade pressure, labour, logistics, data, Al and automat
and the specialist skills needed to run i ingly complex i

While Canada and Australia are on opposite sides of the world, many of the pressure
and opportunities facing greenhouse growers are familiar: biosecurity, rising costs,
labour, market uncertainty and fast-moving technology.

Guido’s experience offers useful reference points for growers and industry partners
thinking about what comes next.

7 Practical Takeaways From Canada's Greenhouse Sector

Learn More —
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Glasshouse Storm Damage - Practical Risk Mitigation

Learn More —
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New pollination report warns of potential 290,000-hive shortfall

Tuesday 2 June: Australia's pollination system could face a potential shortfall of 290,000 commer
honey bee hives during peak pollination periods under the most likely future scenarios, according
a new national report.

The Pollination Security Status Report 2026 identifies growing pressure on Australia's pollination
system, with new modelling showing how varroa mite and rising demand for pollination services
could widen gaps between hive supply and crop requirements in key agricultural regions.

Wheen Bee Foundation Chair Peter Knoblanche said the report provides an integrated national
holistic assessment of pollination in Australia.

“This is the first time Australia has looked at pollination as a whole systelg, not just for agriculturc
but also for biodiversi and socio-cultural values,” Mr said.

“Pollination is often invisible because when it works, everything functions as expected. Yet it is
essential to Australia’s food production, natural environment and the economy.”

He said the findings highlight the need for coordinated long-term planning.

“The new modelling in this report is a major step forward. For the first time, we can begin to
understand the scale of future pressure on Australia’s pollination system as varroa mite impacts
both feral and managed honey bee populations.”

The modelling compares demand for pollination services from key horticultural industries with th
estimated availability of managed honey bee hives during peak flowering periods.

One scenario modelled in the report, based on the US experience, suggests Australia could face a
shortfall of 290,000 commercial honey bee hives during peak pollination periods across eastern
Australia if feral populations decline and managed hive numbers fall significantly.

“The scenarios in this report highlight why Australia needs coordinated planning, investment and
action to strengthen pollination security and prepare for future risks.”

Media Release - Pollination Security Status Report 2026
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Growing horticultur
through protected
cropping innovatior

[N
This program, funded through the Hort Innovation Frontiers program, will help prot
growers maintain profitability by delivering key aspects of the Protected Cropping
Investment Plan, specifically sustainability, advanced agronomy, automation to rec

costs, energy and improving staff skills and management

Jump to the latest news

Growing Horticulture Through PC Innovation
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Research trials underway at

A growing program of research and demonstration trials is now underway at Apex

Australian protected cropping.

As part of Hort Innovation's Frontiers program, Growing horticulture through prot:
Greenhouses provides researchers and industry partners with a commercial-scale

and generate practical data for growers.

Strawberry and cucumber trials are already underway, with further projects focuse

the range of crops and technologies being evaluated at Apex.

Strawberry production under glass
One of the largest trials at Apex s testing the performance of three strawberry va

Although strawberries are widely grown throughout Australia, greenhouse produc
Differences in temperature, humidity, irrigation management and crop architectur

protected cropping
For this reason, selecting suitable genetics is one of the most important decisions

The current trial has been established to compare the three varieties across a ranc

yield, fruit quality, flavour characteristics and resistance to powdery mildew, while

Although the trial is still in progress, several interesting trends have already emerg

Research Trials Underway At Apex Greenhouses

Learn More —

NEWS

Food security at risk if migr
ignores agriculture

8 1 month ago
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Statement attributable to NFF Horticulture Council Executive ¢

Australia cannot keep growing its population and make cuts to the workfc

Australia’s peak body representing horticulture is warning that proposals 1
recognise the critical role temporary migrant workers play in maintaining /
keeping fresh produce affordable.

More than one in four horticulture workers are temporary migrants, accor:
making horticulture the most migration-dependent sector in the nation’s -
Makers make up around half of the sector’s casual workforce during peak

Australia’s horticulture industry produced a record $19.5 billion worth of
nursery products in 2024-25, with the vast majority grown for Australian c

NFF - Food Security At Risk - Migration & Agriculture
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